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Aussies clean up at AFC awards 


OCCEROOS captain Mile Jedinak has 
been rewarded for a breakout year, 
named the Asian Football Confederation’s 


international player of the year. 

The Crystal Palace midfielder topped 
a golden night for Australians at the 
year-ending AFC Awards last Sunday 
night. Brisbane Roar’s Katrina Gorry (pic- 
tured) was named Asia's best female player 
in 2014. Western Sydney backed up their 
Asian Champions League success with the 
club of the year award and Tony Popovic 
was named coach of the year. 

Jedinak is the second Australian man to 
claim an AFC award after defender Sasa 
Ognenovski, now with Sydney FC, won 
the award in 2010. 

The 30-year-old said it was a year he 
would not forget in a hurry. 

“To be recognised by the AFC for the 
year I had is important to me and I’m very 
humbled at receiving this award,’ Jedinak 
said. “Id like to recognise my teammates 
for both club and country for an incredi- 
ble last 12 months.” 

Jedinak became just the fourth man to 
captain the Socceroos at a World Cup in 
June, after carrying the flag for Australia 
with a strong year in the English Premier 
League. 

Joining Jedinak on the winners’ list was 
Matildas midfielder Gorry, named as 
Asia’s best female player. Gorry was part 
of the Matildas team that won through 
to the final of the Women’s Asian Cup in 
May, losing 1-0 to rivals Japan. She said 
performing in the continental competition 
won her the gong. 

“When it was time to shine, I put a few 
goals away and that’s what pushed me 
towards winning this trophy,’ Gorry said. 
After a stunning debut season in the 
Asian Champions League, it came as no 
surprise the Wanderers would add anoth- 


farr 


er two trophies to their cabinet. 

Popovic said picking up the coach of the 
year award at the Manila ceremony, just a 
month after their success in Saudi Arabia, 
still felt a little surreal. 

“Tt comes down to a little bit of personal 
recognition, but it’s difficult to accept. I 
feel like I'm accepting this on behalf of the 
club” Popovic said. 

While Australia enjoyed their best awards 
night since moving confederations from 
Oceania to Asia in 2006, an arch-villain 
also picked up a major award. 

Controversial Saudi striker Nasser Al 
Shamrani (pictured) was named Asian 
player of the year for his Asian Champi- 
ons League performances. Al Shamrani 
banged in 10 goals for Al Hilal in the 
Champions League, but will be best 
remembered for his antics following the 
second leg of the Wanderers’ historic and 
controversial 1-0 win in the final. 

The 31-year-old was captured on video 
spitting at Western Sydney defender 
Matthew Spiranovic after the Wanderers’ 
surprising win, prompting an all-in brawl. 
The Wanderers’ 1-0 overall victory was 
bitterly disputed by Al Hilal, who cried 
oul over the defeat, saying they were 
denied six penalties and calling the final 
a “black spot in the history of Asian 
ootball”. 

Al Shamrani is set to be slugged with 

an eight-game ban for spitting and 
head-butting. But he insisted he was 
orced to defend himself from verbal 
attacks by Spiranovic and said he feels 
nothing but pride for winning the award. 
“Actually I was provoked by the player 

rom Sydney. It’s a normal reaction for a 
player sometimes. He actually used abu- 
sive words, that provoked me,” he said. 
“We still feel unhappy that we lost the 
Champions League.” - AAP 
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COACHING 


> www.coerver.com.au 


The purpose of the Coerver Coaching Youth Diploma is to 
give attendees, whether you are a professional academy 
coach, junior coach, teacher or parent a greater 
understanding of how to plan & deliver more effective 
coaching sessions 


This will be made possible by learning to use the New 
Coerver Coaching Session Planner which will provide a 
quick & easy solution for all attendees who would like to 
construct weekly, monthly or even season long 
programmes using proven, high quality drills & games from 
Coerver Coaching, "The World’s Number 1 Soccer Skills 
Teaching Method" 


Course will be delivered by Coerver Coaching Co-Founder 
Charlie Cooke, recognised as being one of the leading 
technical skills teaching experts in the world. 


For further information & application go to 
www.coerver.com.au/wp/melbne or email 
melbne@coerver.com.au or call 0408 601 770 


When: _ Tues 27th & Wed 28th January 2015 
Time: 5.30pm - 9.30pm 

Where: Emmaus College, Vermont South 
Cost: $340 inc GST 
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JOEL GRIFFITHS: BRINGING IT ALL 


BACK HOME? 


By Simon Maher FOOTBALL FOCUS 


oel Griffiths is the everywhere man of Australian foot- 

ball. At his zenith he is the quintessential rock star 
striker. Blonde, fast, direct, when on song he looks the 
part and capable of scoring in any company. He exudes 
swagger and self-belief and despite nearing 36 years of 
age zealously pursues the eternal challenge of depositing 
the sphere in the back of the net. His CV includes stints 
across the globe, but one senses he is now back in the 
heart of his football home, the City of Newcastle. 
It’s a shock to realise Griffiths is approaching the years 
where calendar pages flip past as swiftly as young 
defenders. But then again it seems he has always been 
around the upper echelons of Australian football. He 
is one of the last remaining A-League players with links 
to the National Soccer League (NSL) having made his 
debut with Sydney Croatia as a tearaway 18 year old 
back in 1997. 

In fact when we glance back at the career of Joel Mi- 
chael Griffiths we see a pathway reflecting the rapid evo- 
lution of Australian football over the last two decades. 
Born and raised in the Sutherland Shire, Griffiths cut his 
teeth with the Menai Hawks before stepping up into the 
ranks of the Sutherland Sharks. From there he moved 
to Sydney Croatia scoring 4 goals in 28 appearances. 

In 1999 he moved to Parramatta Power resuming the 
bountiful partnership with Mile Sterjovski which had 
begun at Edensor Park. 

Following a return of 15 goals in 51 starts at Parra- 
matta Stadium, Griffiths moved to the newly formed 
Newcastle United which had sprouted from the debris of 
the Newcastle Breakers. On paper it’s a long trip North 
for a boy raised in the South but something clicked. 
Griffiths arrival ignited a renaissance for football in the 
Hunter. Under the crafty stewardship of the venerable 
Ian Crook, Griffiths goals powered Newcastle to an 
unprecedented second position finish in season 2001- 
2002. If Griffiths was happy the love affair was mutual 
with crowds in the Hunter regularly ratcheting up over 
10,000 for the first time in years. 

During these halcyon days in Newcastle Griffiths 
established himself as one of the brightest prospects in 
Australian football. An outstanding return of 28 goals 
in 45 matches attracted the attention of a number of 
overseas suitors. In 2003 he moved to Neuchatel Xmax 
in the Swiss League netting four times in 71 appearances 
over three seasons, and all but slipping off the radar. 
Guus Hiddink threw a lifeline on the eve of the World 


Cup qual- 
ifiers with 
Uruguay 
in 2005 
and the 
image of 
Griffiths 
scor- 
ing at 
Craven 
Cottage is 
seared into the collec- 
tive memory of many Socceroo fans, 
as much for his Kangaroo jumping celebration as 
the date itself. His goal in the five goal rout of Jamaica 
encapsulated the energy of Australia’s performance that 
afternoon, providing a sliver of optimism to quell the 
queasiness of qualification malaise. 

In many ways this brief cameo was quintessential 
Griffiths. At that moment he seemed on the cusp of 
consolidating a position in the World Cup squad, where 
an appearance at the 2006 finals would surely secure the 
stellar career that seemed just achingly out of reach. A 
difficult time following a move to Leeds in 2006 dashed 
these dreams but did hasten his return to a place where 
his fortunes had blazed brightest. 

In 2006 Griffiths returned to the coal city and swiftly 
rekindled the romance with his adopted home town. 

He was the spearhead driving Garry Van Edmond’s 
Newcastle Jets into third spot in the 2006-2007 season 
of the Hyundai A-League before smashing 12 goals in 
an all-conquering season climaxing with victory in the 
2007-2008 Grand Final. 

Since then Griffiths has plied his trade In Japan with 
Avispa Fukuoka, China with Beijing Guoan and Shang- 
hai Shenhua, as well as a brief stint with Sydney FC. But 
now he is back to the scene of his greatest successes. 

The Jets need him to draw upon all of his powers as they 
meet a resurgent Wellington Phoenix at Hunter Stadium 
this Saturday afternoon. The Phoenix’s two consecutive 
wins have propelled them into 5th spot. Intriguingly 
their attack is spearheaded by a certain Nathan Burns, 
who leads the league goal scoring with 7 goals. 
Saturday’s fixture provides the perfect setting for the 
King and the Prince to do battle, and their contributions 
will prove crucial in determining who departs with the 


spoils of victory. 
www.goalweekly.com @ 
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Course Dates 


Course | 

19" Jan 9:30am to 2pm 
20" Jan 9:30am to 2pm 
21* Jan 9:30am to 2pm 


Course 2 


24" Jan 10am to 4pm 
25" Jan 10 am to 4pm 


Limited spots available. Book early to avoid disappointment 


To Register: email courses@melbfriendshipcup.com 
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SCORE 


P W D L F A GD Pts Last 5 matches 
1. Perth Glory 8 6 1 1 #138 9 44 19 DWWWW 
2.MelbourneVictory8 5 3 O 18 8 +10 18 WWDDW 
3.Adelaide United 8 5 2 1 3 7 +6 17 LWWDW 
4. Sydney FC Oa A es 46 16 DWDDW 
5, Wellington Phoenix8 4 Q 4 15 11 +4 12 WLLWL 
6.BrisbaneRoa 8 2 1 #5 10 12 -2 7 WDLWL 
7.CentalCoast 8 1 3 4 +5 10 -5 6 DLDDL 
8.MelbouneCiy 8 1 3 4 12 19 -7 6 LLDWL 
9, Newcastle Jets 8 O 4 4 7 16 -9 4 DIB Bu 
10.WestenSydney8 O 3 5 6 13 -7 3 DB DL 


Melbourne Victory 3 (Boogaard (0G) 7’, Cirio (OG) 16’, Broxham 32’). 
Adelaie United 2 (Mabil 14’, Carrusca pen (37’). 
Crowd: 22,334 @ AAMI Park 


TOP 
f SCORERS 


Brisbane Roar 1 (HENRIQUE 86’) N. Burns Wellington 


Perth Glory 1 (Dino DJULBIC 20’) Melbourne Victory 4.33 Henrique Silva Brisbane 

Venue: Suncorp Stadium, Brisbane Adelaide United 5.00 —_B. Berisha Melb Victory 
Sydney FC 5.00 A. Keogh Perth 

Western Sydney Wanderers 1 (Juric 30’) Perth Glory 6.50 —_Cirio Adelaide Utd 

Sydney FC 1 (Ibini 34’) Wellington Phoenix 9.50 M. Janko Sydney FC 

Crowd: 19,138 @ Pirtek Stadium Wanderers 13.00 J, MacLaren Perth 
Brisbane Roar 13.00 M. McGlinchey Wellington 

Newcastle Jets 1 (Edson Montano 48’) Melbourne City 15.00 A. Thompson Melb Victory 


34.00 
41.00 


Central Coast Mariners 
Newcastle Jets 


F. Ben Khalfallah Melb Victory 
R. Bonevacia Wellington 
M. Bridge Wanderers 


Wellington Phoenix 5 (Burns 34’, 47’, 85’ (pen), Bonevacia 40’, Krishna L. Broxham Melb Victory 
50’) M. Carrusca Adelaide Utd 


Melbourne City 1 (Williams 68’ (pen)) B. Djité Adelaide Utd 


Central Coast Mariners 1 (Richard Vernes 55’) 
Crowd: 11,031 @ Hunter Stadium 


PMNMONMNNMNNNMNWwWWWHWO OOD N 


MATCH 


Round 10 
Friday 12 Dec 


AEDT 
7:30 PM 


Venue 
Coopers Stadium 


Fixture 
Adelaide United v Brisbane Roar 


Friday 12 Dec 


Saturday 13 Dec 
Saturday 13 Dec 
Saturday 13 Dec 


Perth Glory v Newcastle Jets 
Wellington Phoenix v Mariners 
Wanderers v Melbourne City 
Melbourne Victory v Sydney FC 


nib Stadium 
Westpac Stadium 
Pirtek Stadium 
Etihad Stadium 


9:45 PM 
3:00 PM 
5:00 PM 
7:45 PM 
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Report: KRISTIAN STOJANOV Photos: ANITA MILAS 


Victory Remain Unbeaten 


elbourne Victory defeatied Ade- 

laide United 3-2 in an enthralling 
encounter at AAMI Park on Friday 
night. 

Both sides went into the match unde- 
feated so far this season and looked to 
continue their rich vein in form. 
Melbourne Victory started off the 
better of the two sides and took the lead 
just seven minutes in with an unlikely 
goal coming from Adelaide’s Nigel 
Boogaard. The defender headed a Gui 
Finkler cross into his own net after some 
miscommunication with goalkeeper 
Eugene Galekovic who rushed out and 
misjudged the ball. 

The visitors however kicked into gear 
and had a glorious chance to equalise af- 
ter shortly after when Daniel Georgievski 
was left napping at the back post, giving 
Awer Mabil the chance to score into an 
open net but somehow managed to spray 
it wide. 

Mabil eventually did restore parity, 
scoring in almost the exact same way he 
missed earlier on. A low whipped in cross 
from Goodwin found Mabil sneaking in 
behind Georgievski once again, this time 
finishing neatly. 

Nigel Boogaard was in the pick of the 
action once again just two minutes after 
his side equalised after his attempted 


clearance of a Gui Finkler pass struck 
Sergio Cirio, went past Eugene Galekov- 
ic and into the back of the net. 
Melbourne Victory’s constant attacking 
pressure paid off as they extended their 
lead in the 32nd minute when Leigh 
Broxham got on the end of a free header 
in the box, slotting home from a Fahid 
Ben Khalfallah cross to make it 3-1. 
Josep Gombau’s side thought to have got 
their second goal in the 35th minute as 
Craig Goodwin curled in a free kick over 
the wall and in between Coe and the 
near post but referee Kris Griffiths-Jones 
signaled for a foul and cancelled out 
Goodwin's effort. 

Adelaide United however were given 
another opportunity to grab a goal back 
just before half-time as Sergio Cirio 
went to ground rather softly inside the 
box after Leijer allegedly shoved him. 
Marcelo Carrusca stepped up and fired 
his penalty straight down the middle to 
make it 3-2. 

Despite Adelaide’s constant pressure in 
the second half, the visitors were unable 
to crack the Victory defence as the home 
side were able to keep the Reds at bay 
long enough to escape with the three 
points and notch up their fifth win of 
the season and hand Adelaide its first loss 
of the season. 


Melbourne Victory 


\ 
MELBO URNE | 


Melbourne Victory 3 (Boogaard (0G) 
7’, Cirio (OG) 16’, Broxham 32’). 
Adelaie United 2 (Mabil 14’, Carrus- 
ca pen (37’). 

Attendance: 22,334 @ AAMI Park 


Melbourne Victory: Coe, Galloway 
(Ansell 70’), Leijer, Broxham, Geor- 
gievski, Valeri, Milligan, Barbarous- 
es, Finkler (Thompson 75’), Ben 
Khalfallah (Mahazi 85’), Berisha. 


Yellow cards: Barbarouses 11’, 
Leijer 69’, Georgievski 83’. 


Red cards: None 


Adelaide United: Galekovic, Elrich, 
Boogaard, Malik (McGowan 61’), 
Marrone (Sanchez 66’), Isaias, 
Carrusca (Jeggo 66’), Cirio, Djite, 
Mabil, Goodwin. 


Yellow cards: Isaias 56’, Elrich 69’, 
Mabil 83’, 


Red cards: None 
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No Glory For Thijssen 


late goal from Henrique was enough 

to earn Brisbane Roar a 1-1 draw with 
league leading Perth Glory in Frans Thijs- 
sen’s first match as interim manager. 

Despite the talk of his predecessor not 
adhering the club’s philosophy the Roar’s 
style of play, like the first eleven, differed 
little from that under Mike Mulvey. 

As usual Brisbane sought to maintain 
possession whilst moving quickly into the 
forward third and searching for overlap- 
ping runs. 

‘That strategy of finding space in wide areas 
has proved successful for Roar since Ange 
Postecoglou’s reign and in the second min- 
ute it almost gifted the homes side an early 
lead. A Corey Brown run and cross from 
the left freed up Thomas Broich in the 
middle but the German’s shot flew straight 
into the arms of Danny Vukovic. 

Barely a minute later Henrique had 
skimmed the crossbar with an effort that 
followed a mazy run from wide left that 
had taken him past three opponents. 
Despite Brisbane’s fast start it was the visi- 
tors who took the lead in the 20th minute. 
Glory defender Dino Djulbic displayed the 
finishing skills of a striker, volleying home 
a corner virtually from the penalty spot 
after evading the attentions of Matt Smith. 
The forty minutes that followed was an 
exercise in frustration for the home side. 


on 
SS 
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Roar enjoyed the majority of possession 
but simply didn’t display the necessary 
nous or invention to break down a Perth 
side set up by Kenny Lowe to remain nar- 
row and blunt their opponents attack. 

The introduction of Steven Lustica for 
Dimitri Petratos in the 59th minute only 
seemed to highlight Brisbane's current 
problems. With Mensur Kurtisi and Kofi 
Danning on the bench and the Roar trail- 
ing by a goal Thijssen instead opted for a 
player best known as being a tidy, defensive 
minded midfielder to break the deadlock. 
With the clock approaching ninety 
minutes and a fifth consecutive victory for 
Perth on the cards an exchange of passes 
between Brown and Kurtisi created an 
opportunity for Henrique. The Brazilian 
still had plenty to do, cutting inside Scott 
Jamieson before sliding a shot past an 
oncoming Vukovic. 

Perth had been more than comfortable up 
to that point but it was Brisbane that came 
home with a wet sail. 

A trio of set pieces in added time threat- 
ened to bring the breakthrough that the 
home crowd so craved but it wasn't to be. 
The match was eventually brought to a 
close with a Mitch Nichols shot hitting the 


upper tier, a reminder of the Postecoglou 
days that saw jeers echo around Suncorp 
Stadium. 
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Brisbane Roar 1 (Henrique 86’) 
Perth Glory 1 (Dino Djulbic 20’) 
Venue: Suncorp Stadium, Brisbane 
Referee: Strebre Delovski 


Brisbane Roar: 2. Matthew Smith 
(C), 6. Corey Brown, 10. Henrique, 
13. Jade North, 14. Daniel Bowles, 
17. Matt Mckay, 18. Luke Brattan, 
21. Jamie Young (Gk), 22. Thomas 
Broich, 23. Dimitri Petratos (8. 
Steven Lustica 59’), 28. Brandon 
Borrello (7. Mensur Kurtishi 74’). 


Substitutes Not Used: 15. James 
Donachie, 20. Kofi Danning, 30. 
Matt Acton (Gk). 

Yellow Cards: 13. Jade North 65’ 
Red Cards: Nil 


Perth Glory: 1. Danny Vukovic (Gk), 
5. Rostyn Griffiths, 6. Dino Djulbic, 
7. Youssouf Hersi (17. Mitch Nichols 
18’), 9. Andrew Keogh, 10, Nebojsa 
Marinkovic (14. Chris Harold 61’), 
11. Richard Garcia (13. Diogo 
Ferreira 81’), 19. Josh Risdon, 20. 
Daniel De Silva, 21. Scott Jamie- 
son, 23. Michael Thwaite (C). 


Substitutes Not Used: 15. Jamie 
Maclaren, 18. Jack Duncan. 
Yellow Cards: 5. Rostyn Griffiths 
36’, 14. Chris Harold 70’ 

Red Cards: Nil 
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Sydney FC’s Bernie Ibini is about to pull the 
trigger for one of the goals of the season, 
bringing the scores level in the Sydney Derby. 


A-League Match Report | Round 8 


Derby Fallout Insults Popa 


D2 another dominating 


performance, the Western Sydney 
‘Wanderers remained rooted to the 
bottom of the A-League table following a 
1-1 draw with bitter rivals Sydney FC at 
the weekend. 
The much anticipated clash lived up to 
expectation with plenty of good football 
and an unsurprising amount of contro- 
versy which has culminated into a war of 
words between friends, Tony Popovic and 
Graham Arnold. 
The draw sees Sydney remain undefeat- 
ed, while the Asian Champions remain 
without a win in seven attempts. 
Once again it was the Wanderers inability 
to put away their chances that ultimately 
cost them, having dominated territory, 
possession and shots on goal. 
Despite not putting away their opportu- 
nities, the Wanderers front three appear 
to be gelling well, with an intricate string 
of passes in the box leading to another 
Tomi Juric goal in the first half. 
Vedran Janjetovic then pulled of a string 
of saves, denying Mark Bridge on several 
occasions and watching a Rukavytsya 
effort role passed him only to be saved by 
the woodwork. 
Ultimately, it was a wonder strike from 
Bernie Ibini that stemmed the Wanderers 
momentum and put Sydney FC back in 
the game just ten minutes later. 
‘The second half proved to be a much 


more even contest in terms of territory 
and possession, the Wanderers however, 
still created more in front of goal. 
Chances fell for Shannon Cole and Niki- 
ta Rukavytsya, only for poor touches to 
let them down in front of goal, the story 
of Western Sydney’s season so far. 
Unfortunately, most of the talk post- 
game and during the week has centred 
on an incident between Ali Abbas and 
Tacapo La Rocca in the first half. 

Asian Cup winner Ali Abbas was 
crunched by Iacapo La Rocca and had 
to be carried off, much to the irritation 
of the Wanderers fans who assumed the 
Iraqi to be play-acting. 

Sydney FC medical staff confirmed a 
short time later that the midfielder had 
suffered a torn ACL, much to the disgust 
of Graham Arnold, who later implied 
the tackle may have been premeditated 
after witnessing a ‘hi-five’ between two 
Wanderers as Abbas limped off. 

Popovic later described Arnold’s impli- 
cation as ‘insulting’ in what should be 
another Sydney derby incident that is 
sure to drag on until the Sky Blues visit 
Wanderland later in the year. 

The Wanderers now have another mid- 
week catch up to contend with against 
the struggling Brisbane Roar, while the 
Sky Blues travel to Perth next weekend to 
meet fellow high-flyers, the Glory. 
MOM: Nikita Rukavytsya 
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Western Sydney Wanderers 1 (Juric 
30’) 

Sydney FC 1 (Ibini 34’) 

Attendance: 19,138 

Venue: Pirtek Stadium 

Referee: Peter Green 


Sydney FC: 20. Vedran Janjetovic, 
2. Seb Ryall, 4. Pedj Bojic, 6. Nikola 
Petkovic, 9.Shane Smeltz (5. Matt 
Jurman 95’), 11. Bernie Ibini (13. 
Christopher Naumoff 82’), 14. Alex 
Brosque, 16. Alex Gersbach, 17. 
Terry Antonis, 21. Marc Janko, 22. 
Ali Abbas (23. Rhyan Grant 8’). 


Yellow Cards: Gersbach 42’, Ryall 
val 
Red Cards: None 


Western Sydney Wanderers: 1. Ante 
Covic (Gk), 4. Nikolai Topor-Stanley 
(C), 5. Brendan Hamill (2. Shannon 
Cole 67’), 8. Mateo Poljak, 9. Tomi 
Juric, 12. Nikita Rukavytsya, 13. 
Matthew Spiranovic, 17. Romeo 
Castelen (10. Vitor Saba 65’), 

18. lacopo La Rocca (35. Kearyn 
Baccus 72’), 19. Mark Bridge, 22. 
Seyi Adeleke 


Yellow Cards: Topor-Stanley 12’, 
Bridge 48’, Adeleke 93’ 


Red Cards: None 
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High Five 


here’s nothing romantic about a 
re-taken penalty. 
But Nathan Burns’ second bite at a spot 
kick on Sunday evening will live long in 
the memory of the Yellow Fever as the 
resurgent striker shook a King Kong-sized 
monkey off the back of the Wellington 
Phoenix. 
It was the Phoenix’s first ever hat-trick, 
in only their 194th A-League fixture, and 
sealed a bizarre victory against the out-of- 
sorts Melbourne City. 
John van't Schip’s side were undone by 
a blistering four-goal spell ten minutes 
either side of half time in which a Burns 
double and goals to Roly Bonevacia and 
Roy Krishna stunned the visitors, who 
registered a 5-0 hammering of the hosts 
the last time they made their way onto the 
Westpac Stadium turf. 
City were beaten from the moment Eric 
Paartalu’s wayward backpass found its way 
not to Andrew Redmayne but to the feet 
of Burns, who rounded the goalkeeper to 
tap home from six yards on 34 minutes. 
They didn’t deserve to be behind, and 
could even have been in front with a bit 
of luck. Mate Dugandzic blazed a shot 
over the bar in the second minute, Aaron 
Mooy’s free-kick nearly caught out Glen 
Moss and the Kiwi stopper could only 
watch as Jacob Melling’s blast flew inches 
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past the upright in the opening half hour. 
But the owners of the league’s leakiest 
defence simply caved after falling behind 
to Burns’ first, allowing the striker to clip 
the upright before Bonevacia snuck in to 
fire to send Wellington into the sheds two 
goals to the good. 

Bonevacia’s low finish was assisted by Mi- 
chael McGlinchey, the returning midfield- 
er far from his best but still instrumental 
in three of Wellington’s five goals. 

Within the blink of an eye Wellington 
had doubled their advantage; a tidy Burns 
finish and a fine strike by the impressive 
Krishna pushing City to the verge of a 
demolition after 50 minutes. 

By then, attention had turned to the sub- 
plot of Burns’ hat-trick and a penalty by 
David Williams barely registered among 
the 7,410 in attendance. 

Burns restored Wellington's four-goal 
advantage and sent himself two goals clear 
atop the goalscoring charts with five min- 
utes to play, but not before referee Jarred 
Gillett added to the drama by ordering a 
re-take of his spot-kick for encroachment. 
The win propelled Wellington toward 

the top four ahead of a trip to the winless 
Newcastle Jets, while an under-pressure 
van't Schip takes on fellow strugglers 
Brisbane Roar on Sunday. 


ony 


WELLINGTON 


Wellington Phoenix 5 (Burns 34’, 
47’, 85’ (pen), Bonevacia 40’, 
Krishna 50’) 

Melbourne City 1 (Williams 68’ 
(yz) 


Attendance: 7410 


Wellington Phoenix: Moss, Muscat, 
Sigmund, Durante, Doyle (Boxall), 
Riera, Bonevacia (Ridenton), 
Rodriguez, Krishna (Cunningham), 
McGlinchey, Burns. 


Yellow cards: None 
Red cards: None 


Melbourne City: Redmayne, 
Archibald (Hoffman 52’), Wielaert, 
Kisnorbo, Ramsay, Paartalu (Mauk 
46’), Melling, Mooy, Duff, Williams, 
Dugandzic (Brown 46’). 


Yellow Cards: Melling, Wielaert 


Red Cards: None 


Man of the match: 
Nathan BURNS (WEL) 
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A-League Match Report | Round 8 
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F3 Derby Honours Shared 


he Newcastle Jets and Central Coast 
Mariners have played out an unin- 
spiring 1-1 draw at Hunter Stadium. 
An enthusiastic crowd of 11,031 was on 
hand to watch Edson Montano open the 
scoring for the home side in the 48th 
minute, only for Richard Vernes to reply 
in the 55th. 
Jets man Billy Celeski was disappointed 
with the result for his side. 
“Its (Hunter Stadium) a place where 
we need to make it tougher for teams 
to come. Each team that has come here 
has left with some points. It’s very disap- 
pointing obviously.” 
His manager Phil Stubbins agreed. 
“We got ourselves the goal but again 
we just couldn't bring it home. It’s very 
frustrating at the moment,” he said. 
“We need to be better at keeping leads.” 
“We need to improve and we need to 
be stronger.” 
Central Coast counterpart Phil Moss 
was much happier with his side’s effort 
as they managed to fight back from the 
setback of conceding first. 
“To have come back and level it and have 
the chances to win the game shows what 
we are made of,” he said. 
“From a football point of view I thought 
we dominated today.” 
Outside of the two goals it was a largely 


cagey contest with both sides struggling 
to create meaningful chances and when 
they did they executed poorly. 

After a lifeless and frustrating first half, it 
was Edson Montano who fired the home 
side into the lead. David Carney drove at 
the Mariners defence before flicking the 
ball through for the Ecuadorian to power 
a drive past Liam Reddy. 

As has been the case for the Jets for large 
parts of the season, they struggled once 
they took the lead and the reply only 
seemed a matter of time. It came on 55 
minutes. 

Michael Neill found himself forward 
from left back and cut the ball across 

the six yard box, where Vernes was first 
to react, evading Adrian Madaschi and 
poking the ball past Kennedy. 

A few other chances were created 
through a shot from Glen Trifiro that 
cannoned off the crossbar and a Marcos 
Flores effort, but outside of them chanc- 
es were few and far between. 

Both teams will need to be better next 
week or it could be a long season for 
both sides. 

Newcastle will face up for the visit of 
Wellington Phoenix next week where the 
Mariners welcome Melbourne Victory to 
Central Coast Stadium. 
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Report: SHAUN DYAS Photos: PETER NEVILLE 


Newcastle Jets 1 (Edson Montano 
48’) 

Central Coast Mariners 1 (Richard 
Vernes 55’) 

At Hunter Stadium 

Crowd: 11,031 

Referee: Shaun Evans 

Man of the Match: Richard Vernes 


(Central Coast Mariners) 

Newcastle Jets: 2. Scott Neville, 4. 
Kew Jaliens (c ), 6. Adrian Madaschi, 
7. Jeronimo (11. Andrew Hoole 66’), 
10. Marcos Flores (8. Zenon Caravella 
82’), 13. Edson Montano, 14. Billy Ce- 
leski, 18. Allan Welsh (9. Joel Griffiths 
74’), 20. Ben Kennedy (gk), 21. Sam 
Gallaway, 23. David Carney 


Yellow cards: Gallaway 52’, Jeronimo 
66’, Jaliens 90+1 
Red Cards: Nil 


Central Coast Mariners: 3. Joshua 
Rose, 4. Jacob Poscoliero, 5. Zac 
Anderson, 7. John Hutchinson (c ), 9. 
Mitchell Duke (28. Joshua Bingham 
74’), 10. Anthony Caceres (23. Isaka 
Cernak 85’), 11. Nick Fitzgerald, 12. 
Liam Reddy (gk), 17. Richard Vernes 
(15.Matthew Sim 76’), 18. Glen Trifiro, 
21. Michael Neill 


Yellow cards: nil. 
Red cards: nil. 
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A-LEAGUE TEAM OF THE WEEK ROUND 08 


Vedran Janjetovic 
Sydney FC 


Janjetovic once ae 


impressed betwee 
the sticks for Graham 
Arnold’s side, making 
a fine save late.insthé 
Sydney-derby against 

Nikita‘Rukavytsa to 
eep the scores level. 


Dino Djulbic 
Perth Glory 


The veteran defender 
also showed he Can pro- 
duce at the other end of 
the field, powering home 


Leigh Broxham 
Melbourne Victory 


Virtually an auto- 
matic selection in 
our TOTW, Broxham 
once again helped 


a volley in the first half the Victory to another 
to put the Glory ahead three points, scoring 
against the Roar. his side’s'third goal 
against Adelaide 


Rostyn Griffiths 
Perth Glory 


Was a key component 
in Perth’s ferocious 
pressing in the opening 
half and anchored the 
midfield with authority 


Gave Daniel Georgievski 
a torrid time on the left 
flank, scoring one and 

having several other 
good chances. 


Bernie Ibini 
Sydney FC 


Scored one of the 
season’s most mem- 
orable goals so far in 


one of the most com- 
petitive matches the 
A-League has to offer. 
Could be a turning 
point for this young 
striker. 


Nikola Petkovic 
Sydney FC 


The Serbian has been 
a rock in defence this 
season and did it again on 
Saturday night, making a 
clearance off the line in 
the second half to keep his 
team in the game. 


Awer Mabil Roly Bonevacia 
Adelaide United Wellington Phoenix 


Continues his fine steak 
of performances in 
Wellington and played 
key roles in a number of 
the five goals scored on 
the weekend. 


Nathan Burns 
Wellington Phoenix 


The former Adelaide 
striker became the 
first Nix player to 
score a hat-trick, 
including a wonder- 
fully executed second 
against a hapless 
Melbourne City. 


Mateo Polja 
Wanderers 


Given the recent form 
of Terry Antonis it was 
a tough task for Poljak; 
who’greatly limited the 
influence of the Sky Blues 
midfielder. 


Fahid Ben Khalfallah 
Melbourne Victory 


Once again selected 
ahead of Archie Thomp- 
son on the left, the Tuni- 
sian winger once again 

sparkled and set up on 
of his side’s goals 


Match Day Feature 
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City seeks win to avoid sinking Schip 


With pressure mounting at Melbourne City FC, DAMIR KULAS takes a look at 
what’s required to turn things around and get their season back on track. 


ust under a year ago, I wrote 
a feature for this publication 
arguing that then Melbourne 
eart manager John Aloisi’s time 
at the club was up if he failed to 
steer his side to a victory in a 
home game against the Wellington 
Phoenix. The Heart lost that game 
1-0 with a late Stein Huysegems 
the difference between the two as 
Aloisi was shown the door by the 
club after a winless streak of 17 
games that had stretched past 10 
months. 

Almost a year on since that fate- 
ful night, his successor faces a fight 
to keep his job with nothing more 
than a victory against the strug- 
gling Brisbane Roar this Sunday 
being deemed acceptable for a 
club which has just won once in the opening eight games 
of the season. Although there have been changes a plenty 
at boardroom level with the takeover of the club by the City 
Football Group, on-field results have not improved much 
with the re-branded City struggling at the bottom end of 
the ladder. 

As it stands, their record for this season is one win, three 

draws and four losses, with the most embarrassing of these 
being last week’s 5-1 capitulation across the Tasman against 
the Phoenix. To add insult to injury, City is on track to have 
the worst defensive record in A-League history after con- 
ceding 19 goals in just 8 games already this season. It is clear 
from these statistics that the squad suffers from defensive 
frailties however in general the team assembled by manager 
John van't Schip is deeply unbalanced with a number of key 
areas exposed and exploited by the opposition during the 
course of the opening eight rounds. 
The current squad features a total of 11 players whos pre- 
ferred position is in the centre of the park or have spent 
considerable periods of their career in that role. While no 
one is doubting that competition for places on the starting 
eleven is not healthy, surely the presence of nearly a dozen 
players capable of playing a position that commands three 
spots max on the match day team sheet is excessive to say 
the least. Compare that with the two full-back positions 
where City does not have one recognised natural player for 
such a position. 

Although, van't Schip’s succeeded in his conversion of Aziz 
Behich from a winger into a Socceroos left-back, there ap- 
pears little to suggest that Iain Ramsay can make a similar 
transition. The former Adelaide speedster has looked deep- 


ly unsettled in the role this cam- 
paign, with the likes of Carney, 
Barbarouses, Ibini and Krishna 
all exposing the natural winger’s 
defensive inexperience to devas- 
tating effects. On the right-side 
of field, Jason Hoffman has com- 
manded the starting spot for the 
past season or so. Despite some 
improvement, the former New- 
castle Jet has been criticised by 
fans and commentators alike for 
simply not being good enough for 
the position. If both these men 
are to start come Sunday, then 
they must prove their worth and 
put in a respectable performance, 
which has only come about once 
this season in their victory over 
Brisbane, four weeks ago. 

In the centre of the defence, experienced duo Patrick Kis- 
norbo and Rob Wielaert have not covered themselves in 
glory either. Wielaert turns 36 at the end of this month and 
his lack of pace has been on show for all to see this season 
with the Dutchman most notably at fault during their 2-1 
home defeat to Sydney FC in which he gifted Marc Janko 
what proved to be the match winner. His partner at the back 
Kisnorbo has also been guilty of underperforming with 
the likes of Berisha, Janko and Burns getting the better of 
the City captain whose contract runs out at the end of the 
campaign. Both the veterans must step up and utilise their 
experience to outsmart a tricky and speedy Roar attack in 
the hope and stop the flow of goals. 

In goals, Andrew Redmayne must be more assured and 
commanding in order to retain his spot. Although the for- 
mer Roar goalkeeper has pulled off many decent saves so 
far, he has also been guilty of making a few errors over the 
past few weeks and must prevent the onset of these in his 
game to retain his number one. There are increasing calls 
from many City supporters for reserve stopper Tando Ve- 
laphi to be given his chance between the sticks while the 
return of youngster Connor Chapman from injury should 
be an added incentive for the likes of Kisnorbo and Wielaert 
toi step up and perform. 

Thus it is clear that if Melbourne City players are to pick 
up three points this Sunday and potentially save John van't 
Schip’s role with the club, they will need to shore up their 
defence. Yes the squad is unbalanced and lacking in this 
area, but it has performed in instances during the opening 
eight rounds and a more defensively disciplined display is 


a must.. 
www.goalweekly.com ® 
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Josip Skoko, 


Football Almanac @ /-- , 


This week in the month of December in the world of football. 


4th December 1941 - was born in Buenos 
Aires. He is well known for coaching the Socceroos from 
March 1998 to June 1999. He was also coaching the Olyroos 
(Under-23 side) at the same time, and coached them during 
the 2000 Summer Olympics. Blanco was assistance to Terry 
Venebles in the ill-fated 1998 World Cup quilifiers before 
helping the ALI WHites to qualify for the 2006 World Cup. 


6 December 1979 - Socceroo midfielder born 
in Sydney to an English father of Irish descent and a Samoan 
mother. Cahill is the all-time top scorer for the Australian na- 
tional football team and has become one of the highest pro- 
file footballers in the Asian Football Confederation, earning 76 
caps and scoring 36 goals for his country. He scored the first 
goal by an Australian at a World Cup, and has also scored the 
most goals by any Australian at World Cups, with five goals. 
Cahill currently plays for American Major League Soccer club, 
New York Red Bulls. Prior to joining New York he played his 
club football in England, for Millwall and then Everton. 


10 December 1975 - Former Socceroo (1997-2007) 


born in Mount Gambier. He won 51 caps and scored 
9 goals, making his debut for Australia against Macedonia in 
1997 and was a mainstay of the Socceroos side from then 
on, participating in the 2006 and 2010 World Cup qualifying 
campaigns. He also represented his country at the Olympics 
in 2000. Started his career at North Geelong Warriors, before 
playing at Hadjuk SPlit, (Croatia), Genk (Belgium), Gencler- 
birligi (Turkey), Wigan Athletic, Stoke City and Melbourne 
Heart. 


10 December 1991 - Socceroo midfielder 

born in Southport, Gold Coast. Product of Palm Beach Sharks 
before making his mark in the A-League with Brisbane Roar. 
Signed with Utrecht in the Dutch Eredivisie in 2010 in a deal 


that included fellow Roar players Michael Zullo 
and Adam Sarota, where the fee is said to be worth 
in excess of A$1.8 million. 


10 December 1945 - 1974 World Cup Socceroo 


born in Dundee, Scotland. He 
won 99 caps and scored 20 goals. Rooney was a 
left sided midfielder who played first team football 
with Lochee United, Peterborough United and Mon- 
trose F.C. in the United Kingdom, before emigrating 
to Melbourne, Australia in the late 1960s. He was 
an instant success there with Ukrainian Essendon 
Lions before transferring to Sydney to join the 
Prague club in 1970, and later playing at APIA 
Leichhardt, in the New South Wales First Division. 
In 1977, with APIA not joining the newly formed 
National Soccer League, Rooney joined Marconi 
Fairfield for two seasons, before moving back to 
Victoria where he played with Fitzroy Alexander 
and Croydon City Arrows. 


11 December 1960 - Former Socceroo (1979- 


1981) born. Midfield- 
er who played for South Melbourne and Heidelberg 
United in the NSL. Made his debut for the national 
side as an 18 year old agianst Greece in 1978, and 
went on to win 13 caps for his country, scoring 1 
goal against South Korea in 1982. 


A-League Match Report | Round 4 - Rescheduled 


Roar’s First Win In The West 


| Beane Roar has leapfrogged into sixth 
place on the Hyundai A-League table 
with a scintillating 1-0 win over Western 
Sydney Wanderers at Pirtek Stadium on 
Wednesday night. 

A fifth minute penalty by Roar striker 
Henrique earned the three points in the 
Grand Final re-match and gave new Roar 
coach Frans Thijssen his first win with the 
club following a draw against Perth Glory 
on Saturday night in his opening match. 
The win, the Roar’s first at Pirtek Stadium, 
proved the Champions are still a force even 
without talisman marquee player Thomas 
Broich, who underwent an arthroscopy 

on his ankle today and will miss up to six 
games. 

Broich’s absence ended his run of 68 
consecutive games for the Roar. 

His place on the left flank was taken by 
Henrique, who has now scored six goals in 
eight games this season and the Slippery 
Fish gave his team the perfect start. 

In the fourth minute, left back Corey 
Brown began an attacking raid and crossed 
into the box where Dimi Petratos’ shot was 
blocked. 

Roar striker Mensur Kurtishi raced in 

for the rebound and was cut down by 
Wanderers defender Seyi Adeleke, referee 
Kris Griffith-Jones pointed immediately to 
the spot. 

Henrique slotted his shot high to the right 
as Wanderers keeper Ante Covic dived the 
other way and it was the fastest goal (4 
minutes 35 seconds) by a visiting team to 
Pirtek Stadium. 


Despite rainy conditions and a slippery 
pitch after an earlier thunderstorm, the 
Roar revived the entertaining and tight 
possession game that has earned them three 
Grand Final victories in the last four years. 

With a midfield marshalled superbly by 
Socceroo Matt McKay and anchored by the 
tireless Luke Brattan, the Roar continu- 
ally pushed forward and pressed Western 
Sydney as Henrique repeatedly found gaps 
in the disjointed Wanderers defence. 

Henrique could have added a second goal 
in the 42nd minute when his far post head- 
er from a pinpoint Brattan cross was tipped 
away by Covic. 

‘Western Sydney pushed harder in the 
second half but the Roar defence was res- 
olute with captain Matt Smith and fellow 
central defender Jade North outstanding as 
they held the line and smothered repeated 
Wanderers raids. 

Roar striker Jean Carlos Solorzano, who 
had come on as a half-time substitute for 
Mensur Kurtishi, came within a whisker of 
adding a second goal in the 87th minute 
when his shot ricocheted off the bottom of 
the left-hand upright. 

The Roar survived a late scare when Wan- 
derers forward Nikita Rukavytsya weaved 
through the tight Brisbane defence but 
blasted his shot from close range off the top 
of the cross-bar. 

Brisbane Roar will now be looking to 
consolidate their place in the Hyundai 
A-League top six when they play away to 
Melbourne City on Sunday. 
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Report: MICHELLE TOBIN Photos: GEORGE MARIN 


Western Sydney Wanderers 0 
Brisbane Roar 1 (Henrique 5’ Pen) 
Wednesday, 3 December, At Pirtek 
Stadium, Parramatta 

Referee: Kris Griffith-Jones 
Crowd: 10,252 


Western Sydney Wanderers : 

1.Ante Covic (Gk), 2.Shannon Cole 
(5.Brendan Hamill 67’), 4.Nikolai 
Topor-Stanley (C), 7.Labinot Haliti, 
8.Mateo Poljak, 10.Vitor Saba (12. 
Nikita Rukavytsya 59’), 13.Matthew 
Spiranovic, 17.Romeo Castelen, 
19.Mark Bridge, 22.Seyi Adeleke, 
35.Kearyn Baccus (18.Lacopo La 
Rocca 71’). 


Yellow Cards: Seyi Adeleke 34’, Shan- 
non Cole 49’, Mateo Poljak 86’. 
Red Cards: Nil 


Brisbane Roar : 2.Matthew Smith (C), 
5.Corey Brown, 7.Mensur Kurtishi (12. 
Jean Carlos Solorzano 46’), 8.Steven 
Lustica, 10.Henrique, 13.Jade North, 
14.Daniel Bowles, 17.Matt Mckay, 
18.Luke Brattan, 21.Jamie Young 
(Gk), 23.Dimitri Petratos, 28.Brandon 
Borrello (20.Kofi Danning 64’). 


Yellow Cards: Matthew Smith 36’, 
Luke Brattan 52’, Corey Brown 58’, 
Brandon Borrello 64’. 

Red Cards: Nil 


www.goalweekly.com 


A-League Preview | Round 9 


MARINERS 
1. Matthew Nash 
2. Storm Roux 
3. Joshua Rose 
5. Zac Anderson 
6. Brent Griffiths 
7. John Hutchinson (C) 
8. Nick Montgomery 
9. Mitchell Duke 
10. Anthony Caceres 
11. Nick Fitzgerald 
12. Liam Reddy 
14. Malick Mané 
15. Matthew Sim 
16. Liam Rose 
17. Richard Vernes 
18. Glen Trifiro 
19. Matt Simon 
20. Anthony Kalik 
21. Michael Neill 
22. Tom Slater 
23. Isaka Cernak 
24. Hayden Morton 
25. Eddy Bosnar 
26. Kim Seung-yong 


his Friday night’s encounter will see 

the unbeaten Melbourne Victory 
take on a Mariners side struggling to 
beat anyone at the moment. The 
Mariners are on the back of a7 game 
winless streak including 3 consecutive 
home losses in the once feared fortress 
of Central Coast Stadium. The Mariners 
will be hoping for a change in fortune 
this week when they swap Central Coast 
Stadium for North Sydney Oval, a move 
which has infuriated their loyal fan 
base. Mariners fans aren't the only ones 
disgruntled, with Melbourne raising 
complaints in regards to the quality of 
the playing surface. Kevin Muscat and 
Mark Milligan have both expressed 
safety concerns, although it is no secret 
that this surface could potentially stifle 
Melbourne Victory’s free flowing attack- 
ing brand of football. 


Gui Finkler is beginning to recapture his 


e Victory are unbeaten in three against the 


Mariners, winning the last two each by 3-1 score 


ALL KO TIMES ARE LOCAL 


The Odds 


Draw 3.55 Mariners 9 ; 


Kiss of Death 
Mariners 0-2 Victory 


sparkling 2012 form following his long- 
term ACL injury in early 2013. In last 
week’s derby against Adelaide United, 
the Brazilian midfielder was dangerous 
throughout and was involved in both 
of Adelaide’s early own goals. Marquee 
man Besart Berisha has shown glimpses 
of his attacking prowess in the opening 
rounds, and he could be ready to fire at 
any time. Meanwhile new signing Ben 
Khalfallah has provided a creative outlet 
for Melbourne Victory in recent weeks, 
managing to keep club legend Archie 
Thompson out of the starting side. 
Leigh Broxham has continued to 

enjoy cult hero status amongst Victory 
fans following an impressive string of 
performances in the heart of defence. 
For a man short in stature, he has shown 
incredible strength and determination in 
recent weeks culminating in a decisive 
headed goal in last week’s win over the 
previously unbeaten Adelaide United. 
Mariner’s winger, Richard Vernes has 


sG 


Head to Head 4 
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1. Nathan Coe 

2. Jason Geria 

4. Nick Ansell 

5. Mark Milligan 
(captain) 

6. Leigh Broxham 
(vice-captain) 

7. Gui Finkler 

8. Besart Berisha 

9. Kosta Barbarouses 
10. Archie Thompson 
11. Connor Pain 

13. Andrew Nabbout 
14. Fahid Ben Khalfallah 
15. Daniel Georgievski 
16. Rashid Mahazi 

17. Matthieu Delpierre 
18. Dylan Murnane 
20. Lawrence Thomas 
21. Carl Valeri 

22. Jesse Makarounas 
23. Adrian Leijer 

(2nd vice-captain) 

24. Scott Galloway 
26. Jordan Brown 


been showing signs of promise following 
an impressive, albeit delayed, start to 

his A-league career. The ex-Hungarian 
youth international has been struggling 
for fitness during the early stages of the 
season, after illness and injury hindered 
his progress. After a few encouraging 
cameos off the bench, Moss rewarded 
Vernes with his first A-league start in 

the F3 derby away to Newcastle. Vernes 
repaid the manager by scoring a crucial 
equaliser early in the second half. 
Midfield enforcer Nick Montgomery re- 
turns from suspension after missing the 
F3 derby, whilst the talismanic Matty Si- 
mon is expected to make his first league 
appearance of the season after recovering 
from a quadriceps complaint. 
Melbourne Victory are yet to win on the 
road this season, although on current 
form, it’s difficult to envision a stagnant 
Mariners side being able to get any 

kind of a result against an opponent 
brimming with confidence. 


¢ Central Coast are currently winless in seven matches (D3 
L4). Three of CCM’s four defeats this term have come in home 


lines (D1). 
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matches. 


A-League Preview Round 9 


sy Newcastle Jets v Wellington 


1. Mark Birighitti (Gk) 
2. Scott Neville 

3. Taylor Regan 

4. Kew Jaliens (C) 

5. Ben Kantarovski 

6. Adrian Madaschi 
7. Jeronimo Neumann 
8. Zenon Caravella 

9. Joel Griffiths 

10. Marcos Flores 
11. Andrew Hoole 

12. Sam Gallagher 
13. Edson Montano 
14. Billy Celeski 

15. Josh Barresi 

16. Jacob Pepper 

17. James Virgili 

18. Allan Welsh 

19. Mitch Cooper 

20. Ben Kennedy (Gk) 
21. Sam Gallaway 
22. Jonny Steele 

23. David Carney 

25. Brandon Lundy phil 
30. John Solari (Gk) 


The Odds 


Draw 3.40 


“é Head to Head 


Phoenix 14 SS 
. preerst iste > 
Kiss of Death / 


Jets 1-3 Phoenix 


bial 
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Sat 6 Dec Hunter Stdm 5PM 


1. Glen Moss 

2. Manny Muscat 

3. Reece Caira 

4. Roly Bonevacia 

5. Michael Boxall 

6. Josh Brindell-South 
7. Kenny Cunningham 
8. Alejandro Gorrin 

' 9. Nathan Burns 
w8)10. Michael McGlinchey 
11. Jeremy Brockie 
12. Tyler Boyd 

13. Albert Riera 

14. Alex Rufer 

15. Jason Hicks 

16. Louis Fenton 

17. Vince Lia 

18. Ben Sigmund 
(vice-captain) 

19. Tom Doyle 

20. Lewis Italiano 

21. Roy Krishna 

22. Andrew Durante 
(captain) 

23. Matthew Ridenton 


Jets face firing Phoenix 


New Jets face the Welling- 


ton Phoenix on Saturday after- 
noon in what is shaping as a must 
win clash for the Hunter outfit. 
No amount of rhetoric or spin from 
the Jets about their improved perfor- 
mances can hide one simple fact; the 
Jets are yet to win this season. 
The real issue is the amount of points 
they have thrown away from winning 
positions in a season, their manager 
Phil Stubbins has started referring to 
the season as ‘groundhog’ day. 
Newcastle were in front against Mel- 
bourne City, Perth Glory, Melbourne 
Victory and their arch enemies the 
Central Coast Mariners last Sunday 
but only have four points to show for 
their efforts. 
They are two points off sixth spot on 
the A-League ladder but a whopping 
eight points away from their oppo- 


© None of the last seven games in Newcastle between 


the sides have produced a draw. 


nent this weekend. 

Wellington is in sparkling form, play- 
ing an up-tempo, entertaining brand 
of football that has the goals flowing. 
The blew away Melbourne City 5-1 
at the Westpac Stadium on Sunday 
in a performance that showed they 
could well be the real deal this 
season. 

Indeed it was a former Jets man 

who was the star of the show, with 
Nathan Burns becoming the first ever 
Phoenix player to score a hat-trick. 
He was well supported by Roy 
Krishna and the pace between the 
pair really opened up space for the 
Phoenix to utilise against City. 
Newcastle will have to be wary as it 
is no secret that they don’t possess an 
abundance of pace at the back. 

As strong as Kew Jaliens and Adrian 
Madaschi are in other areas, they can 
be found wanting in behind by quick 
and intelligent strikers. 


Another weakness for the Jets is that 
they can be found out in the spaces 
between the fullback and the centre 
halves. 

There is no doubt Ernie Merrick will 
be on to this and will likely position 
Krishna and Burns to exploit these 
spaces. 

With former Mariner Michael 
McGlinchey and the impressive Roly 
Bonevacia providing the ammuni- 
tion, the Phoenix should be able to 
open up the Jets defence. 

Newcastle will look to the guile of 
Marcos Flores and the power of Ed- 
son Montano to muster up attempts 
on goal in an effort to score enough 
to keep the free flowing Phoenix at 
bay. 

It will be hard to see it happening 
though and I wouldn't be surprised 
to see the Kiwi side escape back 
across the Tasman with the three 
points. 


¢ The NSW side remain winless this season (D4 L4), their previous 
longest wait for a win at the start of the season was seven games 


(2006/07). 
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1. Eugene Galekovic (C) 

2. Michael Marrone 

3. Nigel Boogaard 

4. Dylan McGowan 

5. Osama Malik 

6. Cassio (vice-captain) 

7. Pablo Sanchez 

8. Isaias 

9. Cirio 

10. Marcelo Carrusca 

11. Bruce Djite 

12. Mark Ochieng 

13. Dylan Smith 

14. Cameron Watson 

15. Ben Warland 

16. Craig Goodwin lay 
The 


17. Awer Mabil 
18. James Jeggo 
20. Paul Izzo Draw 3. 


21. Tarek Elrich 
22. Fabio Ferreira 


Ga ss \ 
Head to Head ¢. ? 
\ 


UN 


Odds 


50 Adealaide 2 
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23. Jordan Elsey 

24. Bruce Kamau 

30. John Hall 

32. Nathan Konstandopo 


QO: paper this match looks like a 


contest between a punch drunk 
veteran and the silky skilled up and 
coming contender. The Western Syd- 
ney Wanderers arrive in Adelaide for 
this Saturday nights clash at Coopers 
Stadium groggy from a season that has 
provided them with a mere 3 points 
and left them anchored to the foot of 
the ladder. The Reds are sitting pretty 
in third place but ominously look like 
they are only just finding their feet and 
their full punching range. The qual- 
ity of their performances this season 
suggests they have plenty in the tank, 
which will send a shiver down their 
opponent’ spines. 
In front of what should be close to a 
full house this Saturday night Adelaide 
United will be looking to deliver the 
knockout punch which will keep 


the pressure on the visitors but also 


e Western Sydney Wanderers are without a win in nine 


games (including play-offs); their wo 


Kiss of Death 


Adelaide 3-0 Wanderers 
= ~<a 


a 


provide them with a bounce back from 
last week’s nail biting loss against the 
Victory in Melbourne. The Reds are 
unbeaten in their hometown so far and 
must enter the match as favourites. 


On the other hand the Wanderers will 
be further burdened from their mid- 
week home loss to Brisbane Roar which 
will only add to the pressure on their 
backs. The taxing demands of their 
Asian Champions League Schedule 
have been well documented, but there 
have been some shoots of optimism 
rising from recent performances. 

They dominated significant sections 
of their derby draw against Sydney FC 
last Saturday where Nikita Rukavytsya 
and Romeo Castelen showed elusive 
glimpses of their ability to cause 
mayhem in any A-League defence. 
The Wanderers will need these two to 
continue that form if they are to have 
any chance of applying pressure to a 
very accomplished Adelaide outfit. 


rst run ever in the 
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1. Ante Covic 

2. Shannon Cole 

3. Daniel Mullen 

4. Nikolai Topor-Stanley(C) 
5. Brendan Hamill 

6. Antony Golec 

7. Labinot Haliti 
,8.Mateo Poljak 

9. Tomi Juric 

10. Vitor Saba 

11. Brendon Santalab 
12.Nikita Rukavytsya 
13. Matthew Spiranovic 
14. Kwabena Appiah 
15. Yianni Perkatis 
17. Romeo Castelen 
18. lacopo La Rocca 
19. Mark Bridge 

20. Dean Bouzanis 
22. Seyi Adeleke 

23. Jason Trifiro 

31. Alusine Fofanah 
32. Daniel Alessi 
35.Kearyn Baccus 
34. Golgol Mebrahtu 


Their contributions will be crucial in 
this game which looks like it will be a 
contest of two teams happiest playing 
on the counter. 

The Reds have dominated possession 
in their matches this season and look 
to continually stretch opponents by 
retaining the ball and switching play. 
Marcello Carrusca and Isaias provide 
the guile to allow the speed of Craig 
Goodwin, Fabio Ferreira, Anwar Mabil 
and the strength of Bruce Dijjite to 
penetrate into forward areas. 

It is likely that this match will follow 
this script and the probing’s of Ade- 
laide’s midfield maestros will sorely 
test a fatigued Wanderers outfit. It is 
hard to not see the Reds rebounding 
from last week’s narrow loss against an 
opponent desperately seeking a break. 
Eight games without a win is unchar- 
tered territory for the Wanderers, and 
the Reds will be eager to ensure they 
stay adrift of the A-League pack. 


e Adelaide are currently unbeaten in 13 home games; a run 
which stretches back to December 2013 (W8 D5). 


A-League (D3 L6). 
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Melb ails Brisbane Roar Sun 7 Dec AAMI Park 5:00 PM SS] 


1. Andrew Redmayne 
3. Robbie Wielaert rE 7 
4. Connor Chapman 
5. Erik Paartalu 

6. Aaron Mooy 

7. lain Ramsay 

8. Massimo Murdocca 
9. David Villa 

10. Robert Koren 

11. Damien Duff 

13. Jonatan Germano 
14. James Brown 

15 David Williams 
17. Jason Hoffman 
18. Paulo Retre 

19. Benjamin Garuccio | 


20. Tando Velaphi 


” 


21. Stefan Mauk 
22. Nick Kalmar 

23. Mate Dugandzic 
24. Patrick Kisnorbo 
25. Jacob Melling 
26. Marc Marino 


4 
—s 
“2 
= 


—_ 


4 


\ @ " 


er 
The Odds 


& 7 . 


Draw 3.40 Melb City 5 


Kiss of Death 
Melb City 1-1 Roar 
7 


of at 


a a ~ 
“4 mufes ye 
z apy 


Head to Head c. 


1. Michael Theo (Gk) 
2. Matt Smith (C) 

3. Shane Stefanutto 
4. Adam Sarota 

5. Corey Brown 

6. George Lambadaridis 
7. Mensur Kurtishi 
8. Steven Lustica 
10. Henrique 

11. Liam Miller 

12. Carlos Solorzano 
13. Jade North 

14. Daniel Bowles 
15. James Donachie 
16. Devante Clut 

17. Matt Mckay 

18. Luke Brattan 

19. Jack Hingert 

20. Kofi Danning 

21. Jamie Young (Gk) 
22. Thomas Broich 
23. Dimitri Petratos 
27. Ben Litfin 

28. Brandon Borrello 
29. Patrick Theodore 


Looking a kick-start the season 


S unday’s meeting at AAMI Park 
represents a chance for both sides 
to pull closer to the runaway pack at 
the top of the A-League table. Bris- 
bane Roar and Melbourne City need 
to start winning if they are to live up 
to pre-season hype. 

Few pundits had either club outside of 
the top four, following the Roar’s sen- 
sational come-from-behind victory in 
the grand final, and City’s gargantuan 
movements in the transfer window, 
bringing in unforeseen abundance of 
quality in the shape of David Villa, 
Robert Koren and Damien Duff. 

All has not gone to plan as the league's 
renowned expect the unexpected aura 
set to continue. 

Brisbane Roar’s spirited showing 
against league leaders Perth Glory has 
provided some solace to its supporters 


e City have not kept a clean sheet since 1st March 2014, since 


then they have won just one of 14 A-League games. 


to a side that has lost five times in 
seven outings. 

Headed by interim boss Franz Thijs- 
sen, the Roar face the difficult task of 
navigating its way back into title con- 
tention without German star Thomas 
Broich, as the club announced his 
extended absence during the week. 
‘The 33-year-old will miss the next 

six weeks due to an ankle operation, 
which may go some way to explaining 
the German marquee’s lacklustre form 
in season 10. 

Henrique’s equaliser in the dying 
stages against Perth may prove crucial 
to the Roar’s revitalisation, without 
doubt looking to improve on that 
result. 

City’s dismal 5-1 loss in Welling- 
tonhas put coach John Van't Schip un- 
der pressure to rally his troops, against 
a side that is completely aware of the 
harsh realities of modern football. 


‘The termination of Mike Mulvey’s 
contract was a shock to the football- 
ing fraternity, having led the club to 
its third grand final triumph only six 
competitive games prior. 

After an impressive showing in the 
National Youth League, Massimo 
Murdocca looks set to return after a 
groin injury. 

Brisbane's defensive stocks remain 
slim, with Jack Hingert, Shane 
Steffanuto and Michael Theo remain 
unavailable with Daniel Bowles, 
Corey Brown and Jamie Young set to 
continue their spells in the first team. 
The loss of Broich may be a blessing 
in disguise. Attacking duo Dimitri 
Petratos and Henrique may relish the 
increased unpredictability without 
the German, against a City side that 
has struggled defensively, although 
one that remains dangerous in its own 


right. 


¢ None of the last seven games between these sides 
have produced a draw, with City winning four of in this 


sequence. 
@ www.goalweekly.com 
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MELBOURNE SPORTS BOOKS 


SOCCER|BOOKS)e DVDS 


Les Murray Retiring Book NEW BOOK . $38 
Roy Keane NEW BOOK ..... 333 
Luis Suarez NEW BOOK .... 25 
Sky Sports Football Year Book NEW BOOK vw $55 
ationwide Football Annual NEW BOOK . $25 
A Football History In Australia NEW BOOK .. 45 
leymar Brazilian Star NEW BOOK .............. 25 
The Managers - Ferguson, Mourinho NEW BOOK . $25 
Sol Campbell NEW BOOK 44 
lan City - Richer Than God .... 25 
Christiano Ronaldo NEW BOOK . $25 
Steven Gerard NEW BOOK $25 
Why American Soccer Isn't There Yet.. 40 
Lione! Messi NEW BOOK ......... 25 
Alex Ferguson - My Autobiography . 38 
lario Balotelli NEW BOOK . $29 
The Mammoth Book of the World Cup ... 20 
Wayne Rooney NEW BOOK ........... 25 
| Manchester United - New History Book . 25 
Alessandro Del Piero .... Playing On NEW BOOK ......... $25 
Shocking Brazil - The World Cup NEW BOOK ............. $30 


MANY USED & SECOND HAND SOCCER ALL $10 EACH 
51 Brunswick Road East Brunswick VIC 3057 
Add $10 for postage and handling - delivery anywhere in Australia 

Email: info@melbournesportsbooks.com.au 
Web: www.melbournesportsbooks.com.au 
Contact: Santo Caruso 0421 793 833° 0499 867 077 
Mon-Fri 9.30am-5.00pm Sat: 10.00am-12.00pm 
All credit cards/money orders/cheques accepted. (Amex/B/Card, M/Card, Visa, EFTPOS) 


Katsa’s 
Korner 


George Katsamboukas 


he fallout from the Mike Mulvey 

dismissal at Brisbane Roar will 
just not go away, with the latest chap- 
ter being that he, and the Brisbane 
Roar Club Powerbroker’s were all 
under the same roof this week, where 
ironically, Mulvey was awarded the 
Queensland Coach of the Year Award, 
some days after being dismissed by 
the Roar. 
I cannot remember the last time a 
Coach of the Year was unemployed, 
but then again, that’s the irony of our 
Game. 
Down South we go, where the Mel- 
bourne City tragedy continues, the 
latest installment being a 5-1 thump- 
ing at the hands of the Wellington 
Phoenix. 


® www.goalweekly.com 


Manager John Van Schip will not 
be feeling all too uncomfortable at 
the moment, as Football has a habit 
of blaming the Manager for a Club 
woes, and it’s always looking to find 
somebody to punish somebody for 
failure. 

But should the blame be directed 
towards Van Schip, perhaps the Club 
powerbrokers need to also be looked 
at. 
Melbourne City have fallen into the 
trap that many State League Clubs 
fall into, and that’s the recruitment of 
experienced players to plug immediate 
holes, these players are typically 
approaching the twilight years of their 
Careers, or have been released from 
numerous Clubs previously, Miller 
being a case in point. 

‘Their Player Roster is stacked with 
Mid Fielders and lacking Defenders, 
with Midfielders being played in De- 
fence, a move that has not worked. 

Coupled with this is the very un- 
hospitable and impersonal Training 
Venue at Latrobe University, which I 


visited for the first time last weekend, 
and it hardly does much for one’s mo- 
tivation. The sooner the new Training 
Complex is completed, the better. 
One thing is for certain, something 
has to give, as Melbourne City’s 
owners are not used to failure. 

‘The Final whistle may have been 
blown in the Western Sydney Wan- 
derers Vs Sydney FC Game; however 
the controversy has only just begun, 
with Sydney FC Coach Graham 
Arnold accusing Wanderers Players 
La Rocca and Spiranovic high fiving 
each other after La Rocca’s tackle on 
Sydney’s Abbas, a tackle that will see 
Abbas out for fifteen months. 
Wanderers Coach Tony Popovic has 
not taken too kindly to Arnold’s com- 
ments; this will make for interesting 
viewing come the next time these two 
teams play against each other 


Until next week. 


‘This is Katsa — Just as you have 
known him 


RAISING 
MY OPINION 


\ avr Zwan in NZ 


ts like buying a Xmas tree in 

June but the OCEANIA Football 
Federation will aim for direct 
entry to the next World Cup and 
they will also lobby to change the 
do-or-die format of the FIFA Club 
World Cup. 
Currently the winners of the 
Oceania group play off against 
the fourth placed South American 
team to gain entry to the World 
Cup finals and at the FIFA Club 
Championships — currently held 
in Morocco ~ it’s a death or glory 
situation. You lose and you take the 
flight home. 
Under the terms of an Oceania 
proposal, the tournament will 
allow each participating team at 
least two games. 
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Oceania eyes FIFA jackpot 


The initial stages as proposed by 
Oceania will see two groups of 
three teams (two from the host 
nation and the champions off Asia, 
Oceania, Africa and North Ameri- 
ca) play in a round robin stage. 
The proposal has merit but I don’t 
think it will have the support of 
clubs like Real Madrid. 

The Club Championship is 
financially mouth watering. 

The winner receives US$5 mil, 
the runner-up US$4mil, third 
placed US$2.5mil, fourth placed 
US$2mil, fifth placed US$1.5mil, 
sixth placed US$1mil and seventh 
place US$500 000. 

That’s a lot of money for a club 
like current challenger Auckland 
City who were hammered 4-0 by 
the newly formed Team Welling- 
ton last week. 

As for the World Cup, New 
Zealand having won the Oceania 
Conference had to play off against 


Mexico — and lost. 

It is understood that FIFA will 
consider Oceania’s proposal at 
executive level in March. So expect 
a lot of lobbying. 

The framework at the moment: 
Europe has 13 places followed by 
South America (four), Africa (five), 
Asia (four) and North America 
(three). The host nation is an au- 
tomatic entry then four confedera- 
tions (Asia, North America, South 
America and Oceania) play off for 
the remaining two spots. 

Even though Oceania is a minor 
in the world set up they might 

get lucky as FIFA want the World 
Cup to be truly global. 

True, Oceania did have auto- 
matic entry in 2002 but this was 
withdrawn in 2003 following poor 
performances in the Confedera- 
tions Cup. 

From this side of the Tasman.... 
let’s hope Oceania succeeds. 


WANT TO PLAY 
SOCCER IN 
THE USA? 


NSR promotes athletes to 
over 2500 colleges in the USA, 
so you have the opportunity to 
study and play soccer. 


vy... INSR 


5} isi-australia AUSTRALIA 


phone 1300 NSR SCOUT (1300 6777 2688) 
or email enquiries@nsr-inc.com 


Fi NSRsportaustralia 


Register for a trial in your region, to find 
out more visit www.nsraustralia.com 
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National Teams’ 
Scene 


omething is not quite right in 

Australia’s preparation for the Asian 
Cup in January. 
There has been robust discussion and 
healthy debate about the unconvincing 
lead up form by the Socceroos, with 
Ange Postecoglou continuing to ex- 
periment with numerous playing com- 
binations. However, very little media 
attention has been paid to a worrying 
trend in co-ordination of active support 
for our men’s national team. 
Quite simply, active fans support has 
been declining for several years and is 
now in crisis. There is still no apparent 
light at the end of the tunnel for a sus- 
tained turnaround. So what went wrong 
and are there solutions? It is important 
to look at historical developments 
The Green and Gold Army (GGA) 
were formed in 2001 to provide a focus 
for galvanising and co-ordinating active 
support for the Socceroos. Melbour- 
nian John McGauran (aka Trumper) 
had long been a committed AFL fan, 
and yet his sporting passion shifted to 
football. This came from being inspired 
by the Socceroos’ story and its pursuit 
of the ‘holy grail’ to qualify for a World 
Cup for the first time since 1974. He 
co-founded the GGA as a network run 
by fans for the fans. 
The GGA filled a gap and within a few 
years attracted thousands of previously 
frustrated and yet committed fans of the 
national team. By 2005, its website and 
online forum became well established as 
the main focus for sharing views, ideas, 
organising meet ups, away trips travel 
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arrangements, information on live ven- 
ues, and much more. Unique active 
fans merchandise was sold to help fund 
this lean organisation, managed by a 
committee based in Melbourne. 
Australia’s qualification for Germany 
2006 provided the GGA with the 
perfect opportunity to ramp up new 
levels of active fans involvement. The 
following year, a tour was successfully 
run for the Asian Cup. ‘This led to per- 
ceptions from many that the network 
was turning into a commercial football 
tour company. In reality, they were 
filling a gap that no other entity had 
captured or provided for based upon a 
genuine understanding of football fans 
culture and needs. 

Live venues were organised for fans 

to congregate and share enjoyment 

of watching the Socceroos play 

games around the world. The forum 
continued to provide a conduit for 
active fans to organised themselves for 
travel to World Cup qualifiers in exotic 
destinations throughout Asia. No other 
organisation could provide such a 
focus. Tifo displays became the norm 
and a “Home End” was established to 
win official recognition by Football 
Federation Australia (FFA). Activities 
extended to advocacy and lobbying of 
the national body to win important 
concessions for the benefit of active 
fans of the Socceroos. 

However, some uneasy tensions 
continued to grow amongst sections of 
the active fans community as the GGA 
consolidated its position as a provider 


of football fans commercial tours, 
including the World Cup in South 
Africa. By early 2013, the management 
board confirmed a shift by letting go of 
being the lead active fans network. 

In mid-2013, a new entity known as 
“Terrace Australis” came into being 
driven by a fresh group of active fans. 
GGA was happy to devolve primary 
responsibility to this new group, 
particularly with organisation of large 
tour groups to the World Cup the 
following year. 

Although most meetings were Sydney 
based great effort was made to engage 
with interested parties in other capital 
cities, in particular Melbourne and 
Brisbane. Despite a new website and 
forum, great enthusiasm and energy 
was gradually eroded and undermined 
by unresolved issues and conflicts. 

A perception had quickly developed 
amongst some sections of fans that Ter- 
race Australis was being run by FFA. 
Yes, some technical assistance had been 
provided for the web platform. Yet this 
was no arm of the FFA, and certainly 
not compromised in terms of being 
able to pursue independent views and 
policies of behalf of the fans. 

However, a much deeper issue inten- 
sified. There had long been conflict 
between A-League club active fans 
groups in Melbourne and Sydney and 
authorities over accusations of over-po- 
licing, lack of an appeals process 
associated with bans on fans and other 
constraints on others rights such as dis- 
playing protest banners. By late 2013, 


=> 


Saturday 6 Dec 


Ligue 1 Round 16 Lillev PSG 2:30AM Delayed 

Ligue 1 Round 16 VOrient v Marseille 3:00 AM Delayed 

Ligue 1 Round 16 Lyon v Reims 3:00 AM Delayed 

Serie A Round 14 Fiorentina v Juventus 6:45 AM LIVE 

Bundesliga Round 14 Dortmund v Hoffeheim 9:75 AM Delayed 
Scottish Premiership Round 15 Motherwell v Celtic 17:45 PM LIVE 


Sunday 7 Dec 


Sky Bet Championship Rd 20 Nottm Forest v Charlton 2:00 AM LIVE 
Bundesliga Round 14 Bayern Munich v Leverkusen 4:30 AM LIVE 
Serie A Round 14 Napoli v Empoli 70:30 PM LIVE 
Monchengladbach v Hertha Berlin TBC Delayed 

Bundesliga Round 14 Stuttgart v Schalke TBC Delayed 


Monday 8 Dec 


Serie A Round 14 Inter v Udinese 6:45 AM LIVE 
Bundesliga Round 14 Frankfurt v Werder Bremen 7BC Delayed 
Bundesliga Round 14 Hamburg v Mainz TBC Delayed 


Tuesday 9 Dec 


Serie A Round 14 Cagliari v Cheivo 5:00 AM LIVE 
Serie A Round 14 Verona v Sampdoria 7:00 AM LIVE 


Thursday 11 Dec 


Copa Sudamericana Final 2nd Leg Teams TBC 77:00 AM LIVE 


English Premier League 

Sat Dec 6 Newcastle v Chelsea 
11.35 pm Fox 4 

Sun Dec 7 Liverpool v Sunderland 
1.50 am Fox 4 

Sun Dec 7 Stoke v Arsenal 

1.50 am Fox 1 

Sun Dec 7 Tottenham v Crystal 
Palace 


1.50 am Fox 5 

Sun Dec 7 Hull v West Brom 

1.50 am Red Button 
Sun Dec 7 QPR v Burnley 

1.50 am Red Button 
Sun Dec 7 Manchester City v 
Everton 

4.20am Fox 4 

Mon Dec 8 West Ham v Swansea 
12.20 am Fox 4 


Mon Dec 8 Aston Villa v Leicester 
2.50. am Fox 4 

Tue Dec 9 Southampton v Man- 
chester United 
6.50 am Fox 4 
Santo, Sam & Ed 

Fri Nov 25 7.30 pm 

Fri Dec 2 7.30 pm 


A-League 

Fri Dec 5 Mariners v Melb Victory 
7.30 pm Fox 4 

Sat Dec 6 Newcastle v Phoenix 
5.00 pm Fox 4 

Sat Dec 6 Adelaide v Wanderers 
7.30 pm Fox 4 

Sun Dec 7 Melb City v Brisbane 
5.00 pm Fox 4 

La Liga 

Sun Dec 7 Athletic Bilbao v 
Cordoba 

4.00am Fox 4 

Sun Dec 7 Real Madrid v Celta 
Vigo 

6.00 am Fox 2 


Sun Dec 7 Deportivo v Malaga 
8.00. am Fox 5 

Sun Dec 7 Vallecano v Sevilla 
10.00 pm Fox 4 

Mon Dec 8 Barcelona v Espanyol 
3.00.am Fox 1 

Mon Dec 8 Villarreal v Real 


Sociedad 

5.00. am Fox 4 

Mon Dec 8 Granada v Valencia 
7.00 am Fox 4 

Tue Dec 9 Eibar v America 
3.00. am Fox 4 


Tue Dec 9 Levante v Getafe 
5.00. am Fox 4 
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mistrust reached the point 
where most leaders of those 
groups did not want anything 
to do with the Terrace 
Australis initiative. The very 
considerable time and admi- 
rable efforts from the likes 

of Stephen Southworth (aka 
Southy) to bring together 
stakeholders for initiatives to 
better support the Socceroos 
had been undermined, and 
TA would not be salvaged. 
From the ashes, a new group 
began meeting informally 

to have another go at the Soc- 
ceroos active fans challenge. 
Chaired by legendary football 
banner and flag maker Lee 
Hinton progress was frus- 
tratingly slow through 2014. 
There were impressive syn- 
chronised visual displays at 
the farewell game in late May 
against South Africa, yet even 
with a capo the chants in the 
home end fell disappoint- 
ingly flat. Littke momentum 
carried over to the World 
Cup in Brasil, which lacked 
an entity to effectively and 
consistently bind together 
the many thousands of Aussie 
fans in co-ordinated chorus 
or song. 

A lack of resources and 
funding and stop-start 
communications with the na- 
tional body will mean limited 
co-ordination of active fans 
for the Asian Cup. Best we 
can look forward to includes 
some exciting uniquely 
designed flag, banner and 

tifo displays at games of the 
Socceroos. Hope remains that 


locally based active fans will 
be encouraged and supported 
to fire up the chants and 
songs in their respective 
home settings. The message 
is that our expectations must 
not be high or unrealistic 
about what can be achieved 
on the terraces. 

There are longer term 
opportunities to get active 
support for the national 
teams back into shape and 
build into a vibrant, effective 
and sustainable entity. This 
will require the right mix of 
individuals to combine their 
skills, passion and time to 
pursue a bold new vision and 
sustain the commitment to 
establishing a national active 
supporters group that builds 
from where the GGA left off. 

For inspiration, we need to 
look no further about what 
“Ultra Nippon’, the core 
active supporters group of 
Japan, has achieved in the 20 
years since inception. At the 
Asian Cup, travelling fans of 
the Samurai Blue will almost 
certainly set the benchmark 
for co-ordinated support. 

In the meantime, let’s make 
sure at the Asian Cup that all 
patriotic fans of the Socceroos 
seize opportunities to help lift 
our team by joining in chants 
loud and true. 


“C’mon Aussies, C'mon 
Aussies, C’mon Aussies”! 


Comments and feedback to 
Twitter @PabloFootball 


THE NEW INDOOR SOCCER 


XX . f 


mail@futsaloz.com.au Mob: 0438 000 386 Ph: 9737 0124 
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Cesur Cicekdag 
wheels away after 
breaking Fitzroy 
hearts scoring the 
winners with the 
last kick of the 
game. 
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Carlton remain level with Pascoe 


Round 8 - NIKE VLP - 

Opening up round 8 we saw top placed 
Pascoe Vale take on bottom placed 
Balwyn. From start to finish this was 
not a contest as Pascoe lead the entire 
way to run out 10-4 winners and stay 
top for another week. Second up we saw 
Vic Vipers take on Ashburton. With 
the Vipers coming into some form of 
late they too like Pascoe Vale lead the 
entire way and kept a clean sheet to 
boot running out 8-0 victors. Following 
on we saw Hume take on Fitzroy. Both 
sides needed the points for different 
reasons and it came down to the final 
kick with the game deadlocked Cesur 
Cicekdag hit the back of the net to win 
it for the Army and make it two on the 
trot. Rounding out the night we saw 
struggling Metropolitan take on second 
placed Carlton. In what proved a high 
scoring game Carlton held a slender 
lead 5-4 at the break. In the second half 
the Heart were much more efficient 
rounding out their biggest win of the 
season 11-6 to stay level on points with 
Pascoe Vale. 


Round 7 PEPSI WVL 

Kicking off round seven we saw a strong 
Ashburton side take on a very depleted 
Brunswick. A commanding first half 
from Ashburton saw them lead 6-3 

at the half time break. Some words of 
encouragement from Perry Chitas saw a 
second half clean sheet to run out 10-3 
winners and get back on the winners 
list. Our second game of the night saw 
bottom placed Carlton take on second 
placed Vic Vipers. In what was expected 
to be a blowout Carlton got out to an 
early lead scoring the opening goal but 
that is as good as it got as the Vipers 
banged in six straight to lead 6-1 at the 
break before adding a further three to 
seal the win 9-1. Our final women’s 
game of the night saw top of the table 
and undefeated Richmond take on red 
hot Melbourne Uni. With an intense 
first half it was Melbourne Uni who 
held a 2-1 lead and threatened to break 
the Richmond winning streak. Rich- 
mond however overturned the deficit to 
record a hard fought 3-2 win to stay a 
top the table. 


By Jimmy Soufis 


NIKE V-League Ladder 


Rank 


eon one wn os 


30 Nov §:00r: Pascoe Vale FC 


30 Nov 6:00F: Vie Vipers F¢ 


30 Nov 7:00: 


30 Nov 8:00F») 


Team 

Pascoe ValeFC 7 
FC Carlton 7 
Fitzroy FC 7 
Vic Vipers FC 7 
Ashburton FC 7 
Hume FC 7 
MetropolitanFC 7 
FC Balwyn 7 


FC Balwyn 


FC Carlton 


Metropolitan FC 


Point: 
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Soccer Sideshow 


Compiled By Peter Simcox 


Se 8).8./aia 
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ACROSS: Answers On Page 39 


2. Western Sydney Wanderers and Socceroos striker, signed from 
Adelaide United in 2013 (4, (5) 

5. Rafael Benitez is manager of this Italian Serie A club (6) 

6. Daniele , Australian under 20 international defender, 
from the Pirtek Stadium (6) 

8. Australian defender who is the Captain at Wellington Phoenix 
(7) 

9. The nickname of the EPL club from Turf Moor (7) 

11. The home of the Hammers in the EPL (5, 4) 

12. The nickname of Tottenham Hotspur (5) 

13. The NPL Victoria club who reached the Semi-Final of the FFA 
Cup (9, 6) 

18. The English club who won the UEFA Europa League in 2012- 
13 (7) 

20. The nickname of English club Scunthorpe United (4) 

21. The bird that is Sheffield Wednesday’s nickname (4) 

22. This EPL City is managed by Nigel Pearson (9, 4) 


DOWN: 


1. Central defender from Perth Glory, signed from Arabian club 
Al-Wahda this season (4, 7) 

2. Socceroo defender and skipper from The Wanderers (5-7) 

3. Inter or AC (5) 

4. Jam , nickname of Scottish Championship club Hearts 
(5) 

7. The nickname of EPL club from Liberty Stadium (5) 

10. Italian Serie A club from the Stadio Olimpico in Turin (6) 
14. Brisbane Roar midfielder signed from Adelaide United this 
season (7) 

15. Spanish midfielder from Cooper Stadium (6) 

16. The nickname of Arsene Wenger’s EPL club (7) 

17. Both Marco Bresciano and Vince Grella played for this Italian 
Serie A club (6) 

19. Brazilian midfielder from Stamford Bridge (5) 
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Answers On Page 37 


VIC’S QUICK 
QUIZ 


Brains Trust: Vic Brincat 


1. How many clubs play in the English Premier 
League. 


2. Which club won the 2014 National Premier 
League championship of Victoria. 


3. Who is the 2014-15 Brisbane Roar’s 
captain. 


4. Which countries played in the Aigo 
2010 World Cup final in South =f 
Africa. 


5.Which team defeated Bris- % " f 
bane Roar 2-0 in the 2013-14 W ‘amma 
League Grand Final. 


6. Which New Zealand A League club 
folded in 2007. Question 2 


7. At what A League club was Newcastle Jets 
coach Phil Stubbins, assistant coach between 
2007 - 2011. 


8. Name the two Serie A Italian clubs from the city 
of Turin. 


9. What European country did Archie Thompson 
play 90 matches. 


10. Who did Western Sydney Wanderers defeat in 
the AFC Champions League Final in 2014. 


11. Name two of four Victorian country clubs who 
will play in the National Premier League One in 
2015. 


12. What nationality is Sergio ‘Kun’ Aguero. 


13. What section will Melbourne City Youths play 


NPL1 matches in 2015. East or West. Question 12 


14. Which current Australian 
sports woman has represented 
Australia in cricket and 
football. 


15. What Sydney club did 
the legendary Johnny 
Warren play for between 
1965 - 1974. 


“SUPER RLE Veen 
MORE THAN 120 GAMES PER SEASON! 


02 8120 1040 | wwwaantenna.gr/pacific | find us on a 


EVERYTHING 


ABOUT GREEK SOCCER 
LIVE AND EXCLUSIVE ON ANTENNA PACIFIC! 


SUBSCRIBE NOW! 

vonseel arate! WSe5 asthe J My Sat 
1300 FOXTEL canis 

WORLD MEDIA: 02 8120 1040 sata 999 www-foxtel.com.au OPTUS: 1333 11 www.optus.com.au AUSTAR: 132 342 

WWW.austar.com.au SAT: 1300 
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WANT TO PLAY 
SOCCER IN 
THE USA? 


TRIALS y 


Register for a trial in your region 
and NSR will show you how, visit 
www.nsraustralia.com 


ter the promo code GW1415 and 
>a free NSR T-shirt w 


The 


Charles Dickens 
Cavern 


Melbourne NSR 


Live Football Open 7 days 10am till late 
290 Collins St Melb Tel: 9654 1821 siaacoak 


THIS IS FOOTBALL - TEAMWEAR SPECIALIST ka 
Australia’s leading teamwear supplier since 2003 WeREgnSe 


To request your club's apy of the 2015 NIKE TSA Catalogue, & TIF order form & price list 
please email: thisisfootball@live.com.au Authentic NIKE Supplier to the Kanga Cup 


ct? cf 


INTER STRIPED JERSEY STRIKER JERSEY VICTORY II JERSEY PARK DERBY JERSEY PARK JERSEY 

8 colour options 10 colour options 7 colour options 8 colour options 12 colour options 
Senior $27.94 Senior $25.40 Senior $22.86 Senior/Youth Senior $20.32 
Youth $25.40 Youth $22.86 Youth $20.32 $21.59 Youth $16.51 


ENIOR ; & 
AVAILABLE - f eee 
- 
NIKE SHORTS PARK SOCKS PARK GK JERSEY STRIKE TOP TRAINING TEAM TRAINING 
oll styles 11 colour options 2 colour options 2 colour options 3 colour options 
Senior $16.51 Senior/Youth Senior/Youth size 34,5 size 34,5 
Youth $13.97 $8.38 $44.45 $19.05 $12.70 
Also available: GK Apparel, Tracksuits, Jackets, Polos, Bibs, Bags and much, ‘more! 


Prices listed are per unit, GST exclusive and subject to availaibility. Terms & conditions apply. 


www.thisisfootball.com.au * email: thisisfootball@live.com.au * phone: 03 9428 3088 
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Theibast 


Words: ROY HAY 


Eddieyihompson\ 


ddie Thomson was born in Rosewell, near Edin- 

burgh, and was picked up by Heart of Midlothian 
as a 17-year-old, going on to play over 160 games 
for the club and captaining it for four years. He 
played for Scotland at youth and under- 23 level 
and had one cap for the Scottish League against 

Ireland. Eddie always used to claim that he 
kept Kenny Dalglish out of Scottish junior and 
under-age teams, though | have never been able 
to confirm it. In 1972 he moved to Aberdeen where 
he played for four years. In 1976 he had a season 
with San Antonio Thunder in the North American 
Soccer League, before coming to Australia to join 
Sydney City Hakoah in the first season of the National 
Soccer League in 1977. Thomson made his debut 
against West Adelaide Hellas on 29 May 1977 with his 
arrival somewhat overshadowed by those of Malcolm 
‘Supermac’ Macdonald and Charlie George for guest 
appearances with South Melbourne and St George 
respectively. 

Hakoah won the league on goal difference from 
Marconi that year as there was no finals series. 
Thomson quickly established himself as one of the 
best defenders in the league as Hakoah went on to 
win the title three times in a row, the second two after 
the top four finals series. Thomson played 66 games 
for Hakoah before taking over as coach of the club in 
1980. The club’s success continued under his tutelage 
finishing on top after the home and away games in 
1980, 1981 and 1982. 

In 1984 Thomson was appointed assistant national 
coach to Frank Arok, though he continued 
to coach his club sides until 1989. He took over from 


Quiz Answers 


Arok in June 1990, after t 
ASF could not reach an agreement 
with Dr. Joe Venglos to return to the job he had 
held briefly in 1967. 

In 1993 Thomson’s Socceroos came within a deflect- 
ed away goal against Argentina in the second leg of 
the final qualifier for the United States tournament. It 
has since been asserted by Diego Maradona himself 
that he and his colleagues had assistance from vari- 
ous substances in the two matches! 

Thomson gave Harry Kewell his first game for 
Australia as a teenager thus ensuring that the player 
did not succumb to the possibility of turning out for 
England, for which he also qualified. Lucas Neill, the 
current Socceroo captain also had his first cap under 
Thomson. 

In 1996 Thomson joined Japanese club Sanfrecce 
Hiroshima and coached the club for four years, twice 
reaching the Emperor’s Cup final. Thomson returned 
to Australia in 2001 and died after a long battle with 
cancer in February 2003. He was a member of the 
FFA Hall of Fame. 


1) Twenty. 2) South Melbourne. 3) Matt Smith. 4) Spain and the Netherland. 5) Melbourne Victory. 6) New Zealand Knights. 7) Adelaide 
United. 8) Juventus and Torino FC. 9) Belgium. 10) Al-Hilal 11) GV Suns, Murray United, Bendigo City and Ballarat. 12) Argentinian. 


13) West. 14) Ellyss Perry. 15) St. George - Budapest. 
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ASK THE EXPERTS: Rd 09 — BROCKIE SIGNS 


THE VERDICT Sydney 13-0 Glory Draw -2 Mariners4-8 Victory Draw - 3 FOR SOUTH 


Jets 5-4 Phoenix FC Draw-6 Adelaide 12-0 Wanderers Draw - 3 City 11-1 Roar Draw - 3 
AFRICAN CLUB 


George 
Calombaris Wellington Phoenix striker 
: Jeremy Brockie will join South 
Sd Re sey o> cer African club SuperSport United 
Draw Draw Wellington am January: ; 
Adelaide Adelaide Adelaide Brockie, 27, today signed a 
City City Melbourne City two-and-a-half-year contract 
hat incl ye i 

actweckeg act week" act weake 2 that includes a one-year option 


with the Pretoria based club 
Santo, Sam & Ed Show Media Mogul No.1 Victory ticket holder —_after completing a medical. 


Phoenix head coach Ernie Mer- 
Andy Ross rick said Brockie was leaving 
Harper Alatsas the club with his blessing. 


“I was keen to keep him till the 


Sydney FC Sydney FC Sydne' 

Seed ( ae Victory end of the year but the offer he 

Jets Jets Wellington received from SuperSport was 

Adelaide Adelaide Adelaide too good to refuse,” Merrick 

Melb city Melb City Melbourne said. 

Last week: 2 5 Last week: 2 lectiwecka “He has been a good servant to 
7 , the Phoenix and I wasn’t going 

NSL Champ / Fox Sports Radio Hellas 1422 3XY Former Socceroo 


to stand in his way. 


“T wish him all the best in his 
Peter new venture.” 
Katholos Brockie said from Pretoria this 


Roger h: 
siwnan EX!) 


Draw Sydney Sydney FC morning that the deal he had 

Victory Victory Victory been offered by SuperSport was 

Draw Draw Wellington too good to turn down at this 

Adelaide Adelaide Draw stage of his career. 

Draw Melbourne Draw “Knowing that my contract 

Last week: 4 feaenwecke? Last weeks was up at the end of the season 

EE I had a chat with Ernie before 

Tipping Champ 2013 Original Captain Socceroo Former Socceroo the season began,” Brockie said. 


; “Tt is a new adventure for the 
Eddie John whole family and (wife) Jes is 
Krncevic Perin as excited about it as I am,” 


Sydney FC ane he said. 
seed ep dacda “The kids (Piper and Oscar) 
Draw 1s are of pre-school age and they 
Draw Adelaide will learn things in a different 
Melb City Melb City ‘ country and culture.” 

: : — While excited about the move 
Eaeee Pash wonn2 = Brockie said he was sad to be 

Former Socceroo World Cup ‘74 Socceroo Hall of Fame Socceroo 


leaving the Phoenix. 

“T’ve loved every moment at 

Steve Kiss Of the Phoenix and the players are 
is a great bunch of boys,” he said. 

Blair 18 | Death 


“T will miss them all and I have 


Sydney FC Draw Sydney FC a feeling they will do some- 
Mariners Victory Mariners thing special this season.” 

Jets Wellington Jets Brockie will join the Phoenix 
Adelaide Adelaide Adelaide team in Australia for Saturday's 
Melb City Roar Melb City game against the Newcastle 
Last week: 3 Last week: 2 Last week: 2 Jets. 

Sth Melb & NSL Legend Former Socceroo GW Contributors 
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RESULTS 


Newcastle Jets 
Mariners 
Melbourne City 
Adelaide United 
Perth Glory 
Melbourne Victory 
Brisbane Roar 
Sydney FC 


Now MOD FWP 


Next Round 


Sat 6 Dec Sydney FC v Perth Glory 
Lambert Park, Leichhardt 11:00 AM 


? 
Sat 6 Dec Central Coast Mariners 
v Melbourne Victory CCM Centre of 
Excellence, Tuggerah 2:30 PM 

Sat 6 Dec Western Sydney Wander- 
ers FC v Melbourne City FC Sport- 
ingbet Stadium, Penrith 11:00 AM 


Sun 7 Dec FFA Centre of Excellence 
v Brisbane Roar FC Australian Insti- 


tute of Sport Grass 2, Bruce 2:00 PV _ = 


Sun 7 Dec Adelaide United Newcas- 
tle Jets v Adelaide Shores Football 
Centre 2:00 PM 


he shot stoppers won't look back 
too fondly on Round 7 of the Na- 
tional Youth League as the four games 

on show combined for a whopping 19 
goals. Within that stood a stunning 
Central Coast comeback, which saw 
the Mini Mariners pile on three second 
half goals to overwrite Newcastle Jets’ 
2-0 lead. 

Forwards Brandon Lundy and Ra- 
dovan Pavicevic did the damage early 
for the Jets before Sam Perre — from 
the spot — and attacking midfielder 
Anthony Kalik pulled it back to 2-2. 
Up stepped winger Mason Versi, who 
netted a 92nd minute winner to give 
the Mariners a second win in three 
outings. 

In similar scoring vein, Melbourne 
City and Adelaide United shared six 
goals in a 4-2 win for the former. Wade 
Dekker — who has been one of City’s 
best performers of the year — tapped 
in a double with the last kick of the 


first half - and one of the first kicks of 
the second - to give his side a two-goal 
advantage. 

Hernan Espindola scored a cracker, 
before Paulo Retre hit home from 
the spot for four. But as easy as it was 
looking, Adelaide refused to lie down, 
knocking in two late goals — courtesy 
of Dylan Smith and Ruon Tongyik — to 
ensure the hosts were on their toes for 
the full 90 minutes. 

Brisbane Roar and Sydney FC also 
chipped in with their fair share of goals, 
with the Young Roar triumphing 3-2 
at Goodwin Park. Devante Clut once 
again featured on the scoresheet as 
he chipped the keeper from 25-yards 
in the opening stages, only to see 
the effort cancelled out by defender 
Themba Muata-Marlow’s header from 
the set-piece. 

The game looked destined for a 
narrowly fought out score draw, but 
Roar substitutes Samuel Sibatuara 
and Abrahim Yango ensured the three 
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ALL KO TIMES ARE LOCAL 


STANDINGS 


P W DL F A GD Pts 
1 Perth Glory 7 6 0 1 16 8 +8 18 
2 Melbourne City Yo i A sr 433 +8 16 
3 Brisbane Roar 7 4 41° 2 8 #8 +0 13 
4 Western Sydney CoC a a +1 12 
5 Sydney 6 3 0 3 14 9 +5 9 
6 Mariners (Lo 22ST S|) 8 
7 Melbourne Victory 7 2 2 3 #11 #13 = «-2 = «8 
8 Adelaide United (OOS en ee nO 
9 Newcastle Jets 6 1 1 4 11 #13 -2 4 
10 FFA CoE ae ao Sal 


points would stay with the hosts, as the 
pair netted a goal each with time ticking 
down. Charles Lokoi Ngoy tapped 
home a late consolation for Sydney to 
breathe some late life into the contest. 
The tamest effort of the weekend saw 
Perth Glory topple Melbourne Victory 
two goals to one to retain their spot on 
the top of the ladder, while the latter 
languishes at the wrong end of the table. 
They get the chance to redeem 
themselves this week against fellow 
strugglers Central Coast — both tied on 
eight points — while Brisbane will fancy 
their chances of adding to their miserly 
goals for tally against the FFA Centre of 
Excellence, who weren't in action this 
week. 


Answers to Goal Weekly Crossword No2 — Across - 2 Tomi Juric, 5 Napoli, 6 Alessi, 8 Durante, 9 Clarets, 11 Upton Park, 12 Spurs, 13 
Bentleigh Greens, 18 Chelsea, 20 Iron, 21 Owls, 22 Leicester 
Down - 1 Dino Djulbic, 2 Topor-Stanley, 3 Milan, 4 Tarts, 7 Swans, 10 Torino, 14 Lustica, 15 Isaias, 16 Gunners, 17 Empoli, 19 Oscar 
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"im Copus-Brown 9’, Rhali Dobson 


7 


Brisbane Roar 2 (Tameka Butt 


WESTFIELD W-LEAGUE: ROUND 11 


40’, Katrina Gorry 48’) 
Canberra United 1 (Ashleigh 
Sykes 30’) 


(Round 8 fixture) 
Newcastle Jets 2 (Elizabeth 
64') 

Adelaide United 0 


Vogel Ag 


An TERRA 


All up tor-grabs:,Ganberra 


Sydney FC 0 4 
Perth Glory 5 (Sam Kerr 7’, 56’, 
73’, Kate Gill 35’ pen, Caitlin 
Foord 45’) 


he make-up of the Westfield 

W-League semi-finals will be 
known this weekend as the final round 
of action takes place in what has been 
an intriguing season. With two of the 
final four places confirmed, Perth Glo- 
ry and Melbourne Victory are sitting 
safe and secure in the knowledge they 
will be a part of the end-of-season 
showdown, three clubs are still vying 
for the last two remaining slots. 
Canberra United currently occupy 
third place on the league ladder and 
will be aiming to secure their semi-fi- 
nal position when they welcome 
league champions Perth Glory to 
Viking Park in Erindale on Sunday. 
‘The venue, more usually known for its 
rugby union fixtures, was host to the 
FFA Cup Round of 16 match between 
Tuggeranong United and Melbourne 
Victory and should provide a lively at- 
mosphere. A win for Canberra would 
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United goes into the final 
round hoping to be palvot 
the fnals picture. 


see them home, however a defeat 
would leave them vulnerable. 

That’s because the green team was 
downed by Brisbane Roar last week- 
end at Suncorp Stadium where a stun- 
ning goal from Katrina Gorry gave the 
Queenslanders all three points in a 2-1 
win and left United nervously glanc- 
ing over their shoulder at the chasing 
pack. Ashleigh Sykes gave Canberra 
the lead before Tameka Butt scrambled 
an equaliser for Roar. The Roar hit the 
frame of the goal three times during 
the match so were worthy victors. 
Sydney FC’s hopes of a finals spot 
took a plummet as they were handed 
a record Westfield W-League defeat 

at the hands of Perth. Glory was 
simply sensational in romping to a 5-0 
success with Samantha Kerr netting a 
hat-trick to move into double figures 
for the season. Kathryn Gill bagged 
her twelfth of the campaign in the win 
with Caitlin Foord also on the score- 
sheet in the rout. 


1 Perth Glory 1100 1 38 8 
2 Melbourne Victory ORO er eC: 
3 Canberra United 15 2 4 2 7 +3 17 
4 Sydney (eS ee es ee 
5 Newcastle Jets 15 1 6 23 19 +4 16 
6 Brisbane Roar Ws te ther Te 
7 Adelaide United 23 1° 8 9 29 
8 Western Sydney gr 

The Sky Blues now need to either 

draw or defeat Newcastle Jets when 


the pair clash on Saturday afternoon 
with a Jets win putting Sydney’s sea- 
son at risk. Newcastle gave themselves 
an outside chances of making the four 
as goals from Elisabeth Copus-Brown 
and Rhali Dobson saw them to a 
routine 2-0 win over Adelaide United. 
Currently fifth, the Novocastrians are 
an outside bet for a finals place but 
three points would heap the pressure 
on those above them. 

With plenty to play for the action 
should be fast and furious as the com- 
petition heads towards what should 
be a remarkable denouement. 


Sydney FC V Newcastle Jets Sat 06 
Dec KO 05:00PM - Lambert Park 
Canberra United V Perth Glory Sun 
07 Dec KO 03:00PM - Viking Park 
Western Sydney Wanderers V Bris- 
bane Roar Sun 07 Dec KO 03:00PM 
- Sportingbet Stadium 


The Americas 


Palestine’s Asian Cup football links 


Daniel Campos 


ubstantial footage has been 

documented locally on print 
and television about Palestine. With 
their national football team faced 
the adversity of administration and 
logistics as the sixteenth and final 
qualified team for next month’s AFC 
Asian Cup that will be held across 
Australia. 
A nation more known for political 
and social turmoil than for its foot- 
ball is getting ready for the debut 
against Japan, next week the national 
side faces Uzbekistan and followed 
by China just days before Christmas. 
The prospect of yet again searching 
and calling up players beyond Jerusa- 
lem goes as far as Santiago, Chile. 
And one of them is young forward 
Matias Jadue, another of the Chil- 
ean-Palestinian contingent and pool 
of players eligible for selection. 
One former international was born 
in Santiago and of ancestry through 
his grandfather, in Roberto Kettlun. 
He spoke that even organising 
something as simple as football in 
Palestine presents unique challenges. 
“We know we are going to play with 
better and stronger teams than us 
but we know also that the football 
in Palestine is in a good moment 
and we have good players and the 
opportunity to show what we can 
do,” he said. 
“This competition is more import- 
ant, for us, than the World Cup 
because we know this is the only 
opportunity we have to put our flag 
and say we exist, we play football 
here.” 
“We face two problems here; first 
of all is an external problem that 
doesn’t depend on us and that is the 
occupation problem and the second 
problem is an internal problem that 
comes from the transition from 
amateur to professional football,” 
he said. 
“Before 2008 the football and the 
league did not exist here in the West 


Bank and in Gaza it existed but the 


standards were very low.” 

“Now with Abu Rami (PFA 
President Jibril Rajoub) arriving he 
did a lot of very important things 
like organising a professional league 
with support of FIFA and building 
facilities, stadiums, academies and so 
on but the problem is many of the 
people who are running all of this 
are the same people who were run- 
ning before the amateur football.” 
While those internal obstacles and 
the branching out to its large South 
American diaspora these football and 
social issues are being addressed step 
by step. 

Travelling and organising the 
delegation and the squad depends 
on Israeli and West Bank border and 
customs authorities unknowing and 
unaware of the opportunities and 
importance of representing their 
nation here in Australia next month. 
Kettlun knows first hand from Chile 
that football presents a unique case 
to press the Palestinian cause on a 
wider stage. 

“Because of FIFA we have the same 
rights and obligations as all the rest 
of the other countries. We have the 
possibility to claim for our rights, 


this does not happen even in the UN 
or the international law because we 
are not yet recognised as a sole state 
but in FIFA we are a full member.” 
Kettlun also knows the power of 
football in giving the youth of Pales- 
tine the simplest of goals — hope. 

“If it wasn’t for football I still might 
be that 20 year-old ignorant guy 
that knows Palestine just because his 
grandfather was Palestinian or he 
knows a few words of Arabic or he 
eats Arabic food on Sunday at his 
grandmother’s home,” he admitted. 
“Football allows you these rich expe- 
riences and gives you something very 
important and something that not 
many people are allowed — to come 
back here to Palestine.” 

The refusal of Israel to allow players 
to travel freely for training camps 
between the West Bank and Gaza, 
the constant obstruction and delay 
of building much needed training 
grounds and stadiums. 

“We have improved as a group from 
three years ago until now and we 
have a good coach, Jamal Mahmoud, 
from Jordan who is a good tactician 
and we have players also who are 
really good as you will see in the 


Asian Cup.” 
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Aussies Abroad 


Photo: Courtesy of 
Anton. Sheker.for.GOAL!PH 


Richard Greer’ 


a 


Lk: Kaja FC (Philippines) ;* 


My manager, Tony Belica from Oracle Sports Management, was 
speaking with our former coach David Perkovic, who is also from 
Australia. He then asked me if | would be interested in coming over 
to play. | spoke with David around the middle of last year and was 
really excited about the prospect of coming over to the Philippines to 
play. However, it didn’t eventuate at that time, and then in December 
of last year, the club contacted us again to see if | was still available 
and interested. | then moved here a month later, in January. 


At the moment, we are in between seasons, having just finished a 
cup competition where we were unlucky and got knocked out in the 
semifinals. Our new season starts in January, where | hope to get 
Cleared to play after rupturing my ACL and requiring surgery three 
quarters through last season. Prior to my injury, | personally felt | 
was having a good season. We finished third last season, and we 
hope to improve on that next season. 


The league is developing and improving every season. Around 80% 
of the national team play here in the Philippines, which makes the 
league really competitive. In terms of FIFA ranking, the national team 
is ranked higher than other Southeast Asian countries, including 
Vietnam, Malaysia, Indonesia, and Thailand. It proves there are a 

lot of good-quality players here. The league itself is televised live 
throughout the country, meaning it has good coverage and interest 
is growing. If | were to compare the league to back home, | would 
say it is similar to the better teams in the Victorian and NSW NPL. 


Although it is a cliché, | would have to say our fans are the best in 
the league. The Kaya Ultras are at all games without fail and never 
stop singing and drumming for the whole 90 minutes. 


The immediate plan of attack is to finish my rehab on my knee. If 
all goes according to plan, | should be cleared to play again in early 
January. The plan then will be to get myself fit and playing regularly 
again. 


The grand plan beyond is to keep progressing, to keep enjoying 
football, and to play for as long as | can. Being injured for the last six 
months showed me how much | enjoy the game and want to keep 
playing for as long as | can and at the highest level | can achieve. 
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my | 
shane, t 

jeans midfi elder is a 
former Australian youth 
international and was an 
inaugural squad player for 
Gold Coast United. 
Osteitis pubis ensured 
chances were limited at 
Gold Coast, with Greer 
spending the ensuing time 
in the state leagues of 


Queenstand and Victoria, 


but now he’s fit again and 
looking to make his mark 
) on the football radar. 


Obviously, it is hard being away from my fiancée, family, and friends. 
But | also miss Australia’s relaxed lifestyle. You never realise how 
good home is until you are away for an extended period of time. 


To be honest, | don’t think there is actually anything | do not miss 
about Australia except maybe how expensive things are in Australia. 


The people here are extremely nice. And although some of them, 
especially the kids, may not be as fortunate as others and have 
the same luxuries as kids in Australia, they never stop smiling. In 
general, | have really enjoyed being a part of a different culture. 


Living in Manila is a whole other experience, particularly with the 
traffic. | live about 15 minutes away from our training ground; how- 
ever, we leave an hour and a half before training to ensure we make 
it on time. The traffic is insane, and we have been late to training a 
few times because of this. 


Of course | keep track of the A-League, but it is hard to do over 
here, so | try and watch as many games as | can via the Internet by 
streaming the games when possible. 


| think it’s on every Australian footballer’s radar to play in the 
A-League, and | have been fortunate to have a taste after signing 
with Gold Coast United for their inaugural season. Unfortunately, 
injury struck at the wrong time, and | have been hoping for another 
opportunity ever since. | would love to have another opportunity in 
the A-League again. 


Playing as a goalkeeper as a little kid for a small club outside of 
Brisbane called the Jimboomba Jets. 


Would have to be travelling overseas and playing for Australia at 
junior levels. 


Never take for granted the opportunity you have in front of you. Be- 
cause as quickly and as soon as you have it, it can be gone just as 
quick. And | believe nothing sums it up better than the quote “Hard 
work beats talent when talent doesn’t work hard.” 


ts incredible to think that with all the obsession and 

folklore around goals, from the sublime volley from 
25 yards to that one yard goalmouth scramble tap in, 
that arguably the most celebrated result at the final 
whistle on Saturday would come from Sunderland 
fans, after a 0-0 against Chelsea. 
Yes, they are the leaders, and yes Sunderland did 
manage to concede eight to Southampton, but 0-0 
normally comes with the connotation that they are 
boring and dull. 
Yet did the Sunderland fans care? Not one bit, they 
stood and applauded the valiant effort of their team. 
And why shouldn't they? To Something in the 
modern fan tells everybody that every team should 
play the ball on the floor, short passing, trying to walk 
the ball into the back of net like everyone can play like 
Barcelona. 
But that simply is not the case. Mourinho himself ap- 
plauded Sunderland, and said they played well to stop 
a team that bulldozed through all they had faced. 
After all, it is the Portuguese that took Inter to the 
Champions League final and won it. But did they play 
every single team off the park with tiki taka? 
They didn't. Against Barcelona in the Nou Camp, 
they parked the bus and got the result. Even in the 
final they soaked up pressure and hit Bayern twice on 
the break. Sucker punches; those are often the most 
satisfying wins of all, regardless of competition. 
And this is the thing; for all of Liverpool's pass and 
move football that was rightfully lauded last season, 


how did they score the winner against Stoke? 

A whipped cross up to Rickie Lambert, the ball hits 
the bar and Glen Johnson scrambles it in amongst the 
flying boots. 85th minute, 1-0, 3 points. 

Every style of football should be celebrated; all that 
matters is getting three points. Some teams may like 
to entertain and play “attractive” football, but aesthet- 
ics are irreverent when it does work. 

Sam Allardyce was notoriously unpopular at West 
Ham last season for playing football that had so called 
gone against the Hammers’ tradition, but lauded this 
season for “changing his style”. Enner Valencia and 
Diafra Sahko up front instead of Carlton Cole might 
have something to do with that. 

We all eulogise over the fare served by the likes of 
Barcelona, Spain and Germany? But those sides have 
the best players of their generations in them, who suit 
stylistically pleasing football. 

Can we expect Mesut Ozil to receive a lofted hoof 
from the back and be effective in the same way that a 
lower league target man would with patient build up? 
Absolutely not. 

Even the likes of Chelsea who have played beautiful 
football at times have decided the best way to attack 
is to defend and break; it’s not wrong or against the 
rules. 

So good on Sunderland, they played the football that 
got them result they were hoping for, and long may 
the counter-attacking or defensive styles of play be 
praised for when they are effective. Football needs 
variety. 
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The World Game| EPL 
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STANDINGS 


1 Chelsea 


6 Arsenal 


15 Crystal 


Liverpool back to winning ways 


rsenal broke a poor run of results 

with a narrow 1-0 win over West 
Brom. It was a somewhat comfortable 
win for the Gunners, with their oppo- 
sition rarely posing a threat on goal, 
but Danny Welbeck was the saviour for 
Arsene Wenger in the second half. 
Liverpool was another struggling giant 
that found a win, securing a 1-0 win at 
home to Stoke. The winner came from 
an unlikely source though, with Glen 
Johnson heading home the crucial goal. 
League leaders Chelsea suffered a minor 
setback in their title challenge after 
a scoreless draw against Sunderland. 
Jose Mourinho’s side struggled to 
make inroads through the Black Cats’ 
defence, with only Wilian going close to 
breaking the deadlock. 
Chelsea's slip-up opened the door for 
Manchester City to move within six 
points after they demolished Southamp- 
ton 3-0 to move above them and into 
second place thanks to goals from Frank 
Lampard, Yaya Toure and Gael Clichy 
on Sunday. 
The days’ other fixture saw Tottenham 
come from behind to win against 
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Everton through Christian Eriksen and 
Roberto Soldado after Kevin Mirallas 
had given the Toffees an early lead. 
Manchester United continued their 
recent run of good results with a 
convincing 3-0 win against Hull at Old 
Trafford. The Red Devils dominated 
from start to finish and found the back 
of the net through Chris Smalling, 
Wayne Rooney and Robin van Persie. 
Burnley battled to a 1-all draw against 
Aston Villa at Turf Moor, with Danny 
Ings scoring a late penalty to cancel out 
Joe Cole’s opener for the visitors. 

QPR triumphed in their relegation-zone 
fixture against Leicester, with Charlie 
Austin scoring the decisive goal in a 3-2 
win. Esteban Cambiasso and Jeffrey 
Schlupp scored for the Foxes, but Aus- 
tin’s strike, along with an own-goal from 
Wes Morgan and Leroy Fer’s effort was 
enough to secure the points. 

In the weekend’s remaining fixtures 
West Ham secured a big win over 
Newcastle United, with the 1-0 result 
ended the Toon’s six-game winning 
streak, while Swansea and Crystal Palal 
fought out a 1-all draw at the Liberty 
Stadium. 


2 Manches 
3 Southamp! 
4 Manchester United 
5 West Ham United 


7 Swansea 
8 Liverpool 
9 Newcast 
10 Tottenham Hotspur 
11 Everton 
12 Aston Vi 
13 Stoke City 
14 Sunder 
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19 Queens Park Ra. . 
20 Leicester City 


fer City 
ton 


City 


le United 


illa 


BS ofS OR of i eg es Ol SR Ol ss 


RRRRRRR RRR RRR RRR RRAR 


4 _ 

land Sue ome Oma 

Palace 8 23: -b 13 
AN 20) sj. Als) 
5 21 6 12 
ORE ae 
4 27 -13 11 
4 24 -10 10 


LATEST RESULTS 


Burnley 1-1 Newcastle Utd 
Leicester City 1-3 Liverpool 

Man Utd 2-1 Stoke City 
Swansea City 2-0 QPR 

Crystal Palace 0-1 Aston Villa 
WBA 1-2 West Ham Utd 
Arsenal 1-0 Southampton 
Chelsea 3-0 Tottenham 
Everton 1-1 Hull City 
Sunderland 1-4 Man City 


NEXT MATCH 


Newcastle Utd v Chelsea 

Hull City vy WBA 
Liverpool v Sunderland 
QPR v _Burnley 

Stoke City v__ Arsenal 
Tottenham v Crystal Palace 
Manchester City v Everton 
WestHam Utd v Swansea City 
Aston Villa Vv __Leicester City 
Southampton v Man Utd 


One to 
watch! 


The most entertaining fixture for the 
neutrals would be Manchester Unit- 
ed’s visit to Southampton. The Saints 
will be hurting after a heavy loss 
against Manchester City and will be 
looking to bounce back, while United 
could be missing star players Angel 
Di Maria and Wayne Rooney. 
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P W DHL F A GD Pts 
1 Real Madrid 3.110 2 48 12 +36 33 
2 Barcelona Si at 2 i +25 3 
3 Atlético Madrid 39 2 2 2% 12 +13 29 
4 Sevilla Bitsy 2 eh Ae ste als 
| 5 Valenci 37 3 3 24 12 412 24 
6 Villarreal ae eal OA 52 
7 Malaga 36 3 4 6 14 +2 2 
8 Cella de Vigo 05 GSAS EAE 
9 Athletic Club 30 SS, 2 14 -2 8 
10 Rayo Vallecano Gomera ae li 
11 Eibar 34 4 5 4°19 -5 6 
12 Espanyol eV Sh is} bas) Ls: 4 
13 Getafe 34 2 7 0 18 #-8 4 
14 Real Sociedad ge ak igh Sie =i 3 
15 Levante 33 3 7 0 28 -18 12 
POLICIA » ian 22 8 22 ae 
17 Almeria 32 4 7 9 5 -6 
18 DeportivolaC... 13 2 4 7 Peel Ale) 
19 Elche 32 4 7 12 27 -15 10 
20 Cordoba SG 0 {8 ee ee 
Real Sociedad 3-0 Elche 
Getafe 1-2 Athletic Club 
Espanyol 2-1 Levante 
Malaga 1-2 Real Madrid 
Celtade Vigo 0-1  Eibar 
Atlético Madrid 2-0 Deportivo 
Sevilla 5-1 Granada 
Cordoba 0-2 Villarreal 
they've gone to great lengths to stamp out Valencia 0-1 Barcelona 
7 this scourge. Almeria 0-1 Rayo Vallecano 
he Spanish La Liga this week was in They used to have terrible problems with 
a state of total shock as a travelling hooligans, but by all pulling together, 
Deportivo La Coruna supporter was killed they've managed to eradicate it. Spanish Elche my Atlético Madrid 
on his visit to Madrid for the clash against football has to follow suit. Athletic Club Vv Cérdoba 
Atletico Madrid. Real Madrid are a good example of a club Real Madrid Vv Celta de Vigo 
Many supporters were injured in the that has worked hard to stamp out this Deportivo Vv Malaga 
disturbance between the 2 clubs’ support- scourge. Barcelona have done so too in Rayo Vallecanov Sevilla 
ers from opposite sides of the political the past. Barcelona v Espanyol 
spectrum near Atletico Vicente Calderon All clubs have to do their bit. The same Villarreal v Real Sociedad 
Stadium just prior to kick off. process is underway in France. Radical : 
: : : 2 Granada Vv Valencia 
Sadly for Francisco Javier Romero Taboada groups must be removed from stadiums. Eibar y Almeria 
and his family, he could not be revived Atletico Madrid’s Coach Diego Simeone 
Levante Vv Getafe 


after he was allegedly stabbed and thrown 
into the Manzanares River. 

Police reported after the event, that the 
fight involved some 200 people, and 
resulted in one death, 12 injuries and 21 
arrests. 

Whilst officials of Atletico Madrid, 
Deportivo La Coruna and the Spanish 
Football Association were all in damage 
control, Real Madrid’s manager Carlo An- 
celotti was shooting straight from the hip 
when asked to comment on the tagic news; 
“This is a sad day and everyone in the 
football world hopes something like this 
never happens again. It’s important to 
condemn football-related violence. 
Everyone has to strive to make sure this 
doesn’t happen again. Having worked in 
England, I know from experience that 


took a different angle, and appealed to the 
Spanish Government to act; 

“Tt’s partly a footballing problem because 
they were wearing football shirts. I’m not 
a politician; they're obviously better placed 
to solve this kind of problem. 

‘We want to condemn all types of violence 
and ask for those people in charge of our 
security to resolve this problem. Hopefully 
nobody else gets hurt. 

The people in charge of dealing with these 
acts have to resolve the problem. It affects 
football because they were wearing football 
shirts. 

I’m here to coach, not to make decisions. 


Meanwhile on the same day, as Barcelona 
stole a last minute victory away to Valen- 
cia, goalscorer Leo Messi was hit in the 


head by a bottle thrown from the Valencia 
crowd. 

Later Barca Coach Luis Enrique claimed 
that he was spat upon by the locals; 

“Tt isn’t nice to be spat at. It doesn’t only 
happen at Mestalla. Those of us involved 
in the game have to lead by example and 
stay calm”. 
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Ax” ago Florence was abuzz with 
the early makings of a poten- 
tially dangerous strike partnership. 
Giuseppe Rossi and Mario Gomez 
showed in their fleeting moments 
together they could take Fiorentina 
to the next level. But fate intervened 
and both were struck by knee injuries. 
Gomez first, then Rossi would follow 
suit in January, yet by that point he 
had already written his name in Viola 
history. 

It had been 15 years since Fiorentina 
last defeated Juventus when the Bi- 
anconeri came to town. Two goals to 
the good at the interval, Juve’s streak 
looked intact. Enter Rossi. He netted 
a 66th minute penalty to give Fior- 
entina a sniff and by the 78th minute 
they incredibly led 4-2. Rossi scored 
a hat-trick as Fiorentina ended their 
hoodoo in amazing fashion. Sitting 
in the stands, an injured Gomez wit- 
nessed first-hand the comeback and 
deep feeling Viola fans have towards 
Juve. He says it left a mark on him. 
Gomez was on target in Turin as the 
sides met in the Europa League, but 
Juve prevailed 2-1 on aggregate. It 
was one of his few enjoyable moments 
in a frustrating season and this term 
didn’t start any better, another injury 
sidelining the German. He was soon 
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1 Juventus 3111 1 30 5 +25 34 
2 Roma Sy Ol a) +16 31 
3 Napoli 36 5 2 24 16 +8 23 
4 Genoa Sly 2 ae aes 
5 Sampdoria a 6 10 +6 22 
6 Milan se ee 2s le ede 
7 Lazio 36 2 5 21 6 +5 20 
8 Fiorentina 35 4 4 Shi 250 ak) 
9 Udinese 3.6 3 5 5 lf «2 8 
10 Sassuolo SEA EI S3 3.16 -3 18 
11 Internazionale 34 5 4 20 19 +1 17 
12 Palermo 34 6 4 20 5) i 
13 Empoli 3.3058: 5 4 19 -5 4 
14 Hellas Verona Som By 122 ei 4 
15 Torino 33 3 7 8 Bo ai 2 
16 Cagliari oh 2 is le) ao et 1 
17 Atalanta 32. 5 6 5 3. 8 1 
18 Chievo So AY ie 8) ae 0 
19 Cesena 31 5 7 9 2 -13 8 
20 Parma shoe 410 Wl ey Scie 1) 
Sassuolo 2-1 Hellas Verona 
Chievo 0-0 Lazio 
Cagliari 0-4 Fiorentina 
Cesena 0-3 Genoa 
_ : Empoli 0-0 Atalanta 
joined by Rossi. The dream partner- Milan 2-0 Udinese 
ship had turned to dust. Palermo 2-1 Parma 
Last Sunday he made just his fourth Juventus 2-1 Torino 
Serie A start this time as Fiorentina Roma 4-2 Internazionale 
travelled to Cagliari, a city they've Sampdoria 1-1 Napoli 
not had much luck in. This time they 
tore the Sardinians apart to win 4-0. 
Amongst the scorers was Gomez. —— 1 MATU 
“The goal was like a liberation for me. Fiorentina v Juventus 
I took a 200kg weight off my shoul- Roma v___ Sassuolo 
» ; Torino Vv Palermo 
ders.” And Gomez had a warning . ; 
« . Napoli Vv Empoli 
for Juventus: “In the past when I’ve 
broken a drought, I have then not eeieile : Gesete 
4 : 8 ne Genoa Vv Milan 
ee SCONE wre Parma v Lazio 
ey aoa Juventus side wien aes Internazionale ov Udinese 
proven its ability to pull wins out of Cagliari v_ Chievo 
the bag. Last weekend’s success over Hellas Verona vy Sampdoria 


city rivals Torino the perfect example. 
After taking an early lead, Juve were 
hit by a Bruno Peres stunner and 
were second best. Stephan Lichtstein- 
er’s dismissal made it all the more 
difficult, but with two minutes and 
55 seconds of three added minutes 
played, Andrea Pirlo’s drive from 
distance found the bottom corner to 
keep Turin black and white. 

This time there’s no Rossi, but with 
Mario Gomez back to scoring ways 
Viola fans will be hoping to get an- 
other one over their hated rivals. 
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HOW WILL You ~ 


MANAGE? 


SPLASH THE CASH OR TRUST THE KIDS? 
FRIEND OF THE BOARD Ok FIGHT FOR MORE? 
GO FOR BROKE OR PARK THE BUS? 
KEEP YOUR COOL Ok SHOW YOUR PASSION? 


P= <A 
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